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The fifth session of the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC) opens at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing on March 5. Ju Peng
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People’s Concerns  
Always Come First 

– President Xi Jinping’s Major Moments 
at the 2022 Two Sessions

President Xi Jinping, also general 
secretary of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Commit-
tee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, takes part in 
a deliberation with his fellow dep-
uties from the delegation of Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, at 
the fifth session of the 13th Na-
tional People’s Congress (NPC) in 
Beijing on March 5.  Li Tao
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President Xi Jinping stressed ethnic unity and ef-
forts to forge a strong sense of community for 
the Chinese nation when he joined a deliberation 
during the annual session of the National People’s 

Congress on March 5.
Joining discussions with fellow lawmakers from north 

China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Xi, also gener-
al secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commis-
sion, hailed ethnic unity as the “lifeline” of Chinese people of 
all ethnic groups.

He called for efforts to help all ethnic groups stay closely 
united “like the seeds of a pomegranate that stick together” in 
jointly building the great motherland.

Efforts should be made to maintain a steady and healthy 
economic environment, a prosperous and secure social envi-
ronment, and a clean and healthy political environment, Xi 
said, calling for concrete actions to pave the way for the 20th 
CPC National Congress.

Xi said China comprehensively advanced reforms, promot-
ed development and maintained stability in 2021, achieving 
new and major achievements in the cause of the Party and 
the country. China was one of the world’s best performers in 
terms of economic development and COVID-19 prevention 
and control, and got the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) off to 
a good start.

The country also presented to the world a streamlined, 
safe, and splendid Winter Olympics, in which China obtained 
its best-ever results in any Winter Olympics.

“These achievements bear great significance for the devel-
opment of the cause of the Party and the country,” Xi said.

Five reinforced convictions

Xi said after a review of the endeavors of the Party and the 
people in the new era, five convictions have been reinforced.

He first stressed upholding the Party’s overall leadership, 
which forms the people’s most trustworthy backbone when 
braving winds and storms.

Second, socialism with Chinese characteristics is the only 
path toward the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, Xi 
said. “As long as we unswervingly follow the path of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, we will constantly fulfill the Chi-
nese people’s aspirations for a better life and promote com-
mon prosperity for all.”

He then emphasized the concerted efforts of the Chinese 

people, saying as long as people of all ethnic groups stay 
united under the leadership of the Party, all hardships and 
challenges on the road ahead will be overcome.

Xi also underlined the imperativeness of acting on the 
new development philosophy for the country to grow strong 
and prosperous.

Fifth, full and rigorous governance must be exercised over 
the Party to root out any elements that would harm the Par-
ty’s advanced nature and purity, he added.

Unite for more future achievements

Noting that China is a unified multiethnic state, Xi said 
that when ethnic groups are united and in harmony, people 
will live happily in a prosperous country and a stable society.

The achievements of Inner Mongolia are made possible 
thanks to the concerted efforts of people of different ethnic 
groups, and such efforts will also be needed to secure more 
achievements in the future, Xi said.

Any work that can help forge a strong sense of community 
for the Chinese nation should be done in a thorough, meticu-
lous and solid manner, Xi said.

Inner Mongolia is a border region with a mainly ethnic 
minority population, thus shouldering crucial responsibilities 
of safeguarding ethnic unity and maintaining border stabili-
ty, Xi said.

Xi called on the region to improve its regular COVID-19 
prevention and control mechanisms and response mecha-
nisms for emergent outbreaks, highlighting COVID-19 re-
sponse in border areas as a priority.

He urged both active and prudent efforts in achieving car-
bon peak and carbon neutrality.

While lowering carbon emissions, efforts should also be 
made to ensure security in sectors of energy, industrial and 
supply chains and food, and guarantee people’s normal lives, 
Xi added. (Xinhua)  

Xi stresses promoting ethnic  
unity and strengthening sense of 
community for the Chinese nation

As long as people of all ethnic 
groups stay united under the  
leadership of the Party,  
all hardships and challenges on  
the road ahead will be overcome.
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building stronger  
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Ensuring key agricultural 
products supply and  
building stronger  
social security network

President Xi Jinping, also general sec-
retary of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman of 
the Central Military Commission, visits 
national political advisors from the 
sectors of agriculture and welfare and 
social security, who are attending the 
fifth session of the 13th National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC), in 
Beijing on March 6. Huang Jingwen
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President Xi Jinping stressed putting the improve-
ment of comprehensive agricultural production 
capacity at a more prominent position, and con-
tinuing efforts on promoting the high-quality de-

velopment of social security.
Xi, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China 

(CPC) Central Committee and chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission, made the remarks when visiting members 
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC) National Committee, the top advisory body, from 
the sectors of agriculture and welfare and social security 
during the fifth session of the 13th CPPCC National Commit-
tee on March 6.

Xi participated in their joint group meeting, and listened 
to their comments and suggestions.

He underlined ensuring the supply of key agricultural 
products, especially grain, as the top priority in rural revital-
ization.

Wang Yang, a member of the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and chairman 
of the CPPCC National Committee, joined the visit and dis-
cussion.

China’s strategic advantages

Over the past year, various undertakings of the Party and 
the country have recorded new and major achievements, 
which are the result of the hard work of all Chinese. CPPCC 
members have also made their contributions, Xi said.

water resources, Xi said, hailing this hard-won accomplish-
ment while warning against a lapse of attention on the issue 
of food security.

It is wrong to think that food supply is no longer a problem 
in an industrialized society, or to count on the global market 
to solve the issue, he added.

Xi underscored keeping the annual grain output at over 
650 million metric tons and “filling the rice bowl of Chinese 
people mainly with Chinese grain.”

Xi said curbing food waste is a long-term task that re-
quires unremitting efforts.

Calling farmland the foundation of ensuring sustainable 
development for the Chinese nation, Xi underscored cultivat-
ing 1 billion mu (about 66.67 million hectares) of high-stan-
dard farmland and ensuring the area of farmland remains 
above 120 million hectares.

The ultimate solution to safeguarding food security lies in 
enhancing science and technology, Xi said.

Germplasm resources security is closely related to national 
security, Xi said, adding that China must strengthen its seed 
industry to achieve self-reliance in the sci-tech development 
of the sector and keep the country’s germplasm resources in-
dependent and controllable.

He stressed ensuring the effective supply of meat, vegeta-
bles, fruits and aquatic products and other kinds of food in 
addition to grain.

Efforts should be made to develop bio-technology and 
bio-industry, actively promote the agricultural supply-side 
structural reform and develop food varieties, according to 
Xi.

Caring for the vulnerable

Xi said rural revitalization involves more than economic 
development, urging ethical and moral education among 
farmers and law-based governance. He demanded continu-
ous efforts to crack down on criminal gangs or clans in rural 
areas, calling for mechanisms to conduct such work on a reg-
ular basis.

Pornography, gambling and drug-related crime in rural 
areas, as well as illegal and criminal acts infringing upon the 
rights and interests of women and children should be pun-
ished, Xi said.

Noting that China has built the world’s largest social se-
curity network, Xi called for efforts to develop a multi-tiered 
and multi-pillar old-age pension system to bring more people 
into the social security system.

He also called for a better social security system for work-
ers in flexible employment, highlighting efforts to expand the 
coverage of unemployment insurance, work-related injury 
insurance and maternity insurance.

Extra attention and care should be given to vulnerable 
groups, Xi said, adding that the elderly and children in rural 
areas should be given more support.

Better work should be done in terms of the rehabilitation, 
education and employment of people with disabilities, Xi 
said, demanding efforts to ensure the personal safety and 
basic living necessities of the homeless, and support and care 
for people with mental disorders.

Illegal acts of bullying or abusing women, children, the el-
derly and the disabled must be rooted out, Xi said. (Xinhua) 

Efforts should be made to develop 
bio-technology and bio-industry, active-
ly promote the agricultural supply-side 
structural reform and develop food 
varieties, according to Xi.

The international situation is going through profound and 
complex changes and the world has entered a new period of 
turbulence, Xi said, adding that China faces arduous tasks of 
reform, development and stability domestically.

Still, China boasts multiple strategic advantages, including 
the strong leadership of the CPC, the institutional strength of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, and a solid foundation 
accumulated in the country’s sustained and rapid develop-
ment, Xi said.

Thanks to China’s large economic aggregate and huge do-
mestic market, the long-term sound economic fundamentals 
will remain unchanged, he said, adding that the economy has 
strong resilience and vitality.

Xi also noted the long-term stability of the Chinese society 
and the confidence and resolve of the Chinese people to over-
come difficulties.

‘Chinese rice bowl’

China has fed nearly one-fifth of the world population with 
9 percent of the world’s arable land and 6 percent of fresh 
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President Xi Jinping stressed running the military 
in accordance with the law and enhancing the 
rule of law in national defense and military build-
ing.

Xi, also general secretary of the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) Central Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, made the remarks while attending a 
plenary meeting of the delegation of the People’s Liberation 
Army and People’s Armed Police Force at the fifth session of 
the 13th National People’s Congress on March 7.

Xi lauded the major progress achieved in the practice of 
running the military in accordance with the law after years 
of unremitting efforts since the 18th CPC National Congress 
in 2012.

Calling for a comprehensive understanding of the strate-

Running military in accordance with law
gy of running the military in accordance with the law, Xi said 
focus should be placed on fully building revolutionary, mod-
ernized and standardized armed forces, and building a Chi-
nese system for law-based administration of military affairs.

Xi stressed upholding the Party’s absolute leadership over 
the military, taking combat effectiveness as the criterion, 
governing the military with strict discipline, and upholding 
the principal position of officers and soldiers.

He underlined advancing military legislation, stepping 
up enforcement of laws and regulations, strengthening the 
management of troops in strict accordance with the law, and 
enhancing the oversight of the enforcement.

Xi said foreign-related laws and regulations in the military 
field should be improved to better safeguard national inter-
ests with legal means. (Xinhua) 

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
attends a plenary meeting of the delegation of the People's Liberation Army and People's Armed Police Force at the fifth session of the 13th National 
People's Congress (NPC) in Beijing on March 7. Xi delivered an important speech at the meeting.  Li Gang
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The fifth session of the 13th 
NPC opens at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing 
on March 5. Liu Bin
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The closing meeting of the 
fifth session of the 13th NPC 
is held at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing on March 
11. Leaders of the Communist 
Party of China and the state 
Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, Wang 
Yang, Wang Huning, Zhao 
Leji, Han Zheng and Wang 
Qishan attended the meeting, 
and Li Zhanshu presided over 
the closing meeting and deliv-
ered a speech. Huang Jingwen

Deputies attend the opening meet-
ing of the fifth session of the 13th 
NPC at the Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing on March 5. Li Xin
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Journalists attend a press 
conference held by State 
Counci lor  and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi via video 
link in Beijing on March 7. 
Wang answered questions 
of journalists from home 
and abroad on China's 
foreign policy and foreign 
relations during the press 
conference on the sidelines 
of the fifth session of the 
13th NPC in Beijing. Lu Ye

Journalists work during an in-
terview attended by ministers 
via video link after the second 
plenary meeting of the fifth ses-
sion of the 13th NPC in Beijing 
on March 8. Yin Gang

Deputies to the 13th NPC 
Liu Faying, Liu Xiya and 
Guo Jianren (from L to R) 
attend an interview via vid-
eo link ahead of the second 
plenary meeting of the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC in 
Beijing on March 8. Li Xin
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Journalists attend a press 
conference given by Premier 
Li Keqiang via video link 
after the closing of the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC in 
Beijing on March 11.  Direc-
tor of the Information Bureau 
of the General Office of the 
NPC Standing Committee Jin 
Qingzhong (L) and Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying (R) preside over 
this press conference. VCG

Deputies attend the 
opening meeting of 
the fifth session of the 
13th NPC at the Great 
Hall of the People in 
Beijing on March 5.  
Liu Weibing
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In 1995, a book titled “Who Will Feed China?” spec-
ulated, “In an integrated world economy, China’s 
rising food prices will become the world’s rising food 
prices. China’s land scarcity will become everyone’s 

land scarcity.”
A powerful answer has been delivered. “Today, China’s 1.4 

billion people are eating well with a great range of choices,” 
Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), said during the fifth ses-
sion of the 13th National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC).

“Through enormous efforts, China is capable of feed-
ing one-fifth of the global population with 9 percent of the 
world’s arable land and 6 percent of the freshwater resourc-
es,” said Xi, also Chinese president and chairman of the Cen-

tral Military Commission.
That China feeds itself well is but one anecdote of what has 

been dubbed the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, 
which is first and foremost about the people.

For the people

“Of all things, eating matters most, and food is the most 
basic necessity of the people,” Xi said, stressing that despite 
China’s industrialization, food supply should never be taken 
for granted.

“How many days has it been since hunger is behind the 
Chinese people? Probably just the kids born after the 1980s,” 
he added, evoking not-so-distant memories and wide agree-
ments at the fifth sessions of the 13th National People’s Con-

From food security to carbon 
goals, “two sessions”  
demonstrate China’s steady 
steps toward modernization

AnnuAl SeSSion 2022

A farmer harvests wheat in Pingyi County of Linyi City, east China's Shandong Province, on June 8, 2021. Wu Jiquan
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gress (NPC) and the 13th CPPCC National Committee, also 
dubbed the “two sessions.”

Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC in 2012, Xi 
has attended 10 annual “two sessions,” where the “people” 
stood out as his most frequently used word.

Yeshe Dawa, a national political advisor from southwest 
China’s Sichuan Province, brought two photos to Xi depicting 
staggering changes of a village on a cliff at an elevation of 
1,700 meters in his hometown.

Xi carefully looked at the photographs -- one showing a 
ramshackle rattan and wooden ladder as the only access to 
Atulieer Village, and the other depicting a renovated steel 
ladder that is imposing and strong.

“Have the villagers moved down the hills to their new 
homes? How about children and the elderly?” Xi asked.

“Some moved down and some stay in the village, which is 
now a popular tourist destination. People’s lives are getting 
better,” Yeshe Dawa replied.

Over the last 10 years, Xi has joined national lawmakers 
and political advisors in group discussions on 53 occasions at 
such annual sessions.

The topics ranged from poverty reduction to equal access 
to education, epidemic control, rural revitalization, common 
prosperity and food security, among others.

“When it comes to the wellbeing of the people, there is no 
such thing as a trivial matter,” Xi said this year. “We must 
give extra attention and care to the people in difficulty, to 
help them resolve problems. We should further reform the 
social assistance system, and work for a comprehensive, 
effective, multi-tiered, and multi-category social assistance 
framework centered on basic living assistance, special assis-
tance, and emergency assistance.”

People’s democracy

Xi and other Chinese leaders joining NPC deputies and 
CPPCC National Committee members for extensive exchang-
es and discussions on important matters of 
national development and public interest 
is one of the features of socialist democracy 
with Chinese characteristics.

Among the issues raised by the NPC 
deputies and CPPCC National Committee 
members at the “two sessions” are “building 
a nationwide, unified health code,” a digital 
technology registration tool that has become 
an everyday occurrence in the lives of peo-
ple in China since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. Proponents say the various codes in 
use in different provinces create inconve-
niences and confusion. Raising the thresh-
old of personal income tax and slashing the 
medical insurance payment by rural people 
above 60 years old were among other im-
portant topics at the “two sessions.”

As always, one highlight of the annual 
sessions was the report on the work of the 
government. Thousands of opinions and 
suggestions were solicited via multiple 
channels from all walks of life.

As of the end of 2020, China had 2.62 

million deputies to people’s congresses at all five levels. Of 
the total, 94.5 percent were from the county and township 
levels, all directly elected on a one-person-one-vote basis. 
Deputies to people’s congresses at the city, provincial and 
national levels are elected by people’s congresses at the next 
lower level. China’s whole-process people’s democracy, which 
covers elections, consultations, decision-making, manage-
ment, and oversight, ensures that it is the people who are 
running the country.

Seeking stable progress

The annual sessions also speak volumes about China’s 
general principle of maintaining stability while pursuing 
progress of the economy.

For example, China has pledged to peak carbon emissions 
before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060.

Southwest China’s Tibet is working to develop itself into a 
national clean energy base. By 2020, clean energy had con-
tributed 89.1 percent of the total installed capacity of power 
generation in the autonomous region.

“We will take proactive and prudent steps to advance car-
bon emissions peaking and carbon neutrality initiatives,” Xi 
said. “When carrying out carbon reductions, we must also 
ensure the security of energy, food, and industrial and supply 
chains, as well as the normal life and work of our people. We 
must not distance ourselves from realities and rush for quick 
results.”

As the world is grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and other challenges unseen in a century, China seeks stable 
progress amid all headwinds.

Just as Premier Li Keqiang said at a press conference at 
the end of the NPC session on March 11, “I can tell you very 
clearly that no matter how the international environment 
may change, China will keep to the course of wider openness. 
Just as the course of the Yangtze and Yellow rivers will not be 
reversed.” (Xinhua)  

Photo taken on December 8, 2021 shows wind turbines at Changma wind farm in Yumen City of 
Gansu Province. Fan Peishen
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SpeciAl RepoRt

China has set its economic growth target at around 
5.5 percent in 2022 as the country’s national law-
makers and political advisors gathered in Beijing 
to map out development priorities for this year.

The gross domestic product (GDP) target is one of the key 
goals laid out in a much-anticipated government work report 
delivered by Premier Li Keqiang during the opening meeting 
of the fifth session of the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC) on March 5.

“It represents a medium-high rate of growth given our 

China sets 2022 GDP  
target at around 5.5  
pct, giving a shot in  
arm to world recovery

large economic aggregate, and demonstrates our ability to 
move proactively,” Li said.

The Chinese economy saw a strong rebound with 8.1-per-
cent growth in 2021 and was the only major economy to re-
cord growth in 2020.

At a time when the world economy is still facing mounting 
pressure due to the pandemic and other uncertainties includ-
ing geopolitical tensions, a growth target of around 5.5 percent 
for the world’s second-largest economy is expected to signifi-
cantly boost the global economic recovery, analysts said.
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tonnes and lower the ratio of its deficit to GDP at around 2.8 
percent.

The targets are based mainly on the need to maintain sta-
ble employment, meet basic living needs, and guard against 
risks, Li said, noting that they are also in keeping with the 
average growth rates of the last two years and the goals of the 
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25).

The report also outlined China’s key tasks for this year, in-
cluding keeping major economic indicators within an appro-
priate range, deepening reform, implementing the innova-
tion-driven development strategy and promoting all-around 
rural revitalization.

With the 5.5-percent growth target, China will continue 
to drive global economic growth in 2022, Zhang Yuyan, an 
economist at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and 
a national political advisor, said, adding that the country is 
fully capable of making economic progress while maintaining 
stability.

Previously, major global organizations downgraded their 
world growth forecasts for 2022, citing pandemic shocks and 
rising inflation, among other factors.

In late January, the International Monetary Fund project-
ed the global economy to grow by 4.4 percent in 2022, down 
by 0.5 percentage points from its October forecast, as many 

The targets are based mainly on 
the need to maintain stable employ-
ment, meet basic living needs, and 
guard against risks.

GDP & beyond

Along with the GDP target, a slew of other development 
goals were unveiled in the report, including employment, 
investment, foreign trade and inflation. GDP is no longer the 
sole yardstick for development as the country is pursuing 
high-quality development.

This year, China aims to create over 11 million new urban 
jobs, keep a surveyed urban unemployment rate of no more 
than 5.5 percent, keep grain output over 650 million metric 

Workers from a con-
struction company in 
Chongqing watch live 
broadcasts of the open-
ing meeting of the fifth 
session of the 13th Na-
tional People's Congress 
through mobile phone 
on March 5. VCG

People visit the 4th China International Import Expo (CIIE) in east Chi-
na's Shanghai on November 5, 2021. Li Xiang
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economies are grappling with supply chain disruptions, high 
inflation, record debt and persistent uncertainty.

The World Bank Group slashed its global growth fore-
cast to 4.1 percent for this year in mid-January amid new 
COVID-19 outbreaks, inflationary pressures and persistent 
supply-chain bottlenecks.

As major global organizations are concerned with rising 
global inflation, China has set its whole year inflation target 
at around 3 percent for 2022, much lower than the 5.9-per-
cent IMF forecast for emerging markets and developing 
economies.

Last year, China’s inflation remained largely tame as the 
consumer price index climbed 0.9 percent, well below the 
country’s annual target of approximately 3 percent.

Considering that China’s long-term fundamentals remain 
unchanged, its goal for 2022 is feasible, and will help boost 
market confidence in the medium and long term, thus inject-
ing impetus into the global economic recovery, Jiang Ying, 
deputy CEO of Deloitte China and a national political advisor, 
said.

Hopes & challenges ahead 

In the report, Li also said that pressures and challenges 
remain ahead due to increasing external uncertainties.

In 2022, the Chinese economy is facing the triple pres-
sures of shrinking demand, disrupted supply chain and 
weakening expectations, he said. This was in line with the 
judgment made at the Central Economic Work Conference in 
December 2021.

Entering 2022, authorities have adopted a string of mea-
sures to cope with the pressures, including cutting the inter-
est rates of medium-term lending-facility loans and reverse 
repos as well as reducing the market-based benchmark lend-

Special RepoRt
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ing rate.
To meet the annual targets, the country will keep its pro-

active fiscal policy more effective and step up implementation 
of prudent monetary policy, Li said.

Efforts will be made to expand the scale of new loans, en-
sure that increases in money supply and aggregate financing 
are generally in step with nominal economic growth, and 
keep the macro leverage ratio generally stable.

To better cater to the liquidity demand of market entities, 
the report said financial institutions will be encouraged to 
lower real loan interest rates and cut fees.

In 2022, China will extend policies that support manu-
facturing, micro and small enterprises and self-employed 
individuals, with tax refunds and cuts expected to total 2.5 
trillion yuan ($395 billion), according to the report.

“There is no doubt that China’s economy will withstand 
any downward pressure and continue growing steadily long 
into the future,” Li said, citing multiple favorable conditions 
for sustained development, including huge potential for start-
ing businesses, and rich experience in handling major risks 
and challenges. (Xinhua) 

Highlights from premier  
Li Keqiang’s news conference

Premier Li Keqiang met the press after the closing of the fifth 
session of the 13th National People’s Congress on March 11.
The premier took questions from Chinese and foreign report-
ers via video link.
Here are some highlights concerning economy:

On macro economy
- 5.5 percent growth target reflects steady progress, 
high-quality growth
- Current development plans based on long-term view
- Increase government spending for stable growth

On financial policy
- Fee and tax reduction most direct, fair and effective mea-
sure to help businesses 
- 2.5 trillion yuan in tax cuts and refunds
- Give priority to small and micro enterprises in its tax rebates 
to help them navigate difficulties 
- Central government’s transfer payments to local govern-
ments will reach 9.8 trillion yuan this year

On business environment
- Streamline administration, delegate power to improve busi-
ness environment
- 150 million market entities in China, mostly privately held

On government work
- COVID and economic impact largest challenge for the cur-
rent-term government, which has responded in full force
- Government has focused on stable economic growth, meet-
ing people’s needs

On people’s livelihoods
- Increases in incomes and GDP basically in sync
- Purpose of economic growth is always to ensure and im-
prove livelihoods
- Scale up support for compulsory education in rural, remote 
areas 
- Governments, judiciary to do more on preventing human 
trafficking

On common prosperity
- Common prosperity needs common effort, China committed 
to opening to world
- Chinese economy deeply integrated with world, still offers 
great investment potential
- China will ensure Chinese, foreign companies to compete 
on fair, equal footing
- China will unswervingly expand opening-up regardless of 
changes in international situation
(China Daily)

A man walks past the 5G exhibition area at the China International Digital 
Economy Expo 2021 in Shijiazhuang, north China's Hebei Province, on 
September 6, 2021. Wang Xiao
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Legal toolkit upgrade set to help 
safeguard national security
By Cao Yin

Special RepoRt

The Data Security Law is adopted at the closing meet-
ing of the 29th session of the 13th National People’s 
Congress (NPC) Standing Committee at the Great Hall 
of the People in Beijing, June 10, 2021. Ma Zengke 
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Amid a complicated global situation, China will 
continue to upgrade its legal toolkit and develop 
a more complete system of laws and regulations 
related to foreign affairs to safeguard national se-

curity by rule of law, chairman of the NPC Standing Com-
mittee Li Zhanshu said on March 8.

In addition, a number of laws involving national securi-
ty-including those on emergency response and management, 
public health emergency response and food security-will be 
formulated, while the Law on the Prevention and Control of 
Infectious Diseases and the Frontier Health and Quarantine 
Law will be revised, according to the annual work report of 
the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress.

Li introduced the plan to national legislators while deliver-
ing the work report at the second plenary meeting of the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC.

President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China Central Committee and 
chairman of the Central Military Commission, attended the 
meeting with other state leaders at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing.

According to the work report, accelerating the establish-
ment of a legal system supporting national security has been 
an important part of the legislative work of the 13th NPC 
Standing Committee, as laws are the institutional bedrock 
upon which national security is built.

The report said that last year the NPC Standing Commit-
tee formulated the Data Security Law. In addition, it drafted, 
reviewed and adopted the Land Border Law to regulate the 
demarcation, surveying, defense, management and develop-
ment of land borders, and revised the Maritime Traffic Safety 
Law.

Moreover, the NPC Standing Committee also formulated 
the Law on Countering Foreign Sanctions to improve the 
legal system’s ability to oppose interference and long-arm ju-
risdiction by other nations, it said.

“Under the law, China has the right to take proportional 
countermeasures in response to any country’s actions that in-

terfere in China’s internal affairs, or harm its national inter-
ests or the interests of its citizens and organizations,” Li said.

Li said the law is meant to resolutely defend China’s sover-
eignty, security and development interests and safeguard the 
lawful rights and interests of its citizens and organizations.

The plan to accelerate the pace of legislative work related 
to foreign affairs and national security has received a warm 
welcome from national legislators.

Li Zongsheng, an NPC deputy from Liaoning Province and 
a lawyer, said that he considers legislation in the sector to be 
an urgent and necessary task facing Chinese lawmakers, as 
it meets the demands of the nation, responds to public con-
cerns and conforms with the current global situation.

He hailed the recently adopted Data Security Law, Biose-
curity Law and the Law on Countering Foreign Sanctions, re-
garding them as a combined “sword” in safeguarding national 
security and opposing interference or long-arm jurisdiction 
from foreign countries.

“While upgrading the legal toolkit involving foreign affairs 
and accelerating the legislative pace in terms of protecting 
national security, we should also pay close attention to the 
quality of the legislation,” he said, suggesting that the top leg-
islature should focus on more security issues, such as those 
related to finance, information and transactions.

Fu Yuhang, another NPC deputy, said that she was paying 
close attention to this year’s legislation on emergency re-
sponse involving public health as well as the revision of the 
Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases.

“Since COVID-19 hit the world, many deputies, including 
myself, have held heated discussions and made suggestions 
on formulating or amending pandemic-related laws, so I’m 
glad to see that related legislative programs are high on this 
year’s work agenda,” she added.

Fu also agreed that it is a must to develop a more complete 
system of laws and regulations related to foreign affairs, “as 
it’s not only to further protect national security and people’s 
interests, but also to help our country better face internation-
al situations and solve related problems.” 

Major tasks of the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress for 2022

In 2022, the Party will convene its 20th National Congress. This 
meeting is of great importance, as it will be held at this critical mo-
ment of our start on the new journey to build China into a modern so-
cialist nation in all respects and achieve the Second Centenary Goal. 
It will be an event of enormous political significance for the Party and 
the country. 

In the coming year, coordinating the COVID-19 response with 
economic and social development, balancing development and 
security imperatives, and responding to various risks and challenges 
will present the people’s congresses with new tasks and require-
ments. The general requirements for the work of the NPC Standing 
Committee are as follows.

Guided by Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics for a New Era, we must fully implement the guiding 

principles from the Party’s 19th National Congress and the plenary 
sessions of the 19th Central Committee and carry forward the great 
founding spirit of the Party. 

We must acquire a deep understanding of the decisive signifi-
cance of establishing Comrade Xi Jinping’s core position on the Par-
ty Central Committee and in the Party as a whole and of establishing 
the guiding role of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era. 

We must be deeply conscious of the need to maintain political 
integrity, think in big-picture terms, follow the leadership core, and 
keep in alignment with the central Party leadership. We must stay 
confident in the path, theory, system, and culture of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. We must uphold Comrade Xi Jinping’s core 
position on the Party Central Committee and in the Party as a whole 
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and uphold the Central Committee’s authority and its centralized, uni-
fied leadership.

We must ensure unity between leadership by the Party, the 
running of the country by the people, and law-based governance. We 
must pursue progress while prioritizing stability. In accordance with 
the plans set out at the Central People’s Congress Work Conference, 
we will continue developing whole-process people’s democracy and 
effectively carry out our work related to legislation, oversight, depu-
ties, and international exchanges. We will work harder at improving 
ourselves and improving the quality of the NPC’s work in order to 
make new contributions to realizing the Second Centenary Goal and 
building a modern socialist nation in all respects.

First, we will thoroughly apply the guiding principles from 
the sixth plenary session of the 19th Party Central Committee 
and the Central People’s Congress Work Conference.

We will move forward with renewed efforts to study, disseminate, 
and implement the guiding principles from the sixth plenary session 
of the 19th Party Central Committee, we will nourish the love for our 
Party, our nation, and socialism that was inspired by the celebration 
of the Party’s 100th birthday, and we will ensure that the Party’s ma-
jor achievements and historical experience over the past century are 
applied and embodied in the NPC’s work and development.

We will fully implement Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law 
and his key ideas on upholding and improving the people’s congress 
system. We will ensure the completion of every major task set at the 
Central People’s Congress Work Conference and organize special 
training programs focused on the guiding principles from that con-
ference. On major political principles and important issues, we must 
stand firm, prepare legal tools for conflicts in international relations, 
and be ready to use legal means to defend our country in the interna-
tional arena and safeguard national security. 

With a focus on the Party and the country’s central work and 
greater initiative in taking on responsibilities, we will fully and faithful-
ly apply the new philosophy of development, move faster to create a 
new development pattern, and use the NPC’s achievements to drive 
high-quality development. Through these efforts, we can play our 
part in maintaining a steady and healthy economic environment, a 
peaceful and stable social climate, and a clean and honest political 
atmosphere. 

Following the Party’s 20th National Congress, we will diligently 
study and implement its guiding principles. 

Second, we will use a complete set of institutions to ensure 
the implementation of the Constitution.

We will improve the laws and regulations pertaining to the Consti-
tution. We will revise the Legislation Law, the Law on the Oversight 
by the Standing Committees of People’s Congresses at All Levels, 
the Rules of Procedure of the NPC Standing Committee, the State 
Council Organic Law, and the Administrative Reconsideration Law. 

We will see that the procedures and mechanisms for interpret-
ing the Constitution are well implemented and that concerns about 
constitutional issues are attended to. We will enhance oversight and 
inspections of the implementation of the Constitution, expand chan-
nels for constitutional oversight, and refine the constitutionality review 
system. We will improve the quality of our recording and review work 
and preserve the uniformity of China’s legal system. 

We will improve the system in which the central government 
exercises overall jurisdiction over the special administrative regions 
in accordance with the Constitution and their basic laws, ensure the 

implementation of the legal systems and enforcement mechanisms 
that safeguard national security in the special administrative regions, 
and refine the electoral system for the HKSAR. 

We will conduct a review of the major achievements and valuable 
experience we have gained over the four decades since the current 
Constitution took effect in 1982. We will promote public awareness 
and education about China’s Constitution and laws and do a good 
job of explaining Chinese constitutional theory.

Third, we will make our legislative work more systematic, 
integrated, and coordinated.

In our annual legislative plan, we have made preliminary arrange-
ments for the deliberation of 40 pieces of legislation. To improve 
the legal system supporting the development of the socialist market 
economy, we will formulate laws on rural collective economic organi-
zations, energy, futures and derivatives, and tariffs and other taxes, 
and we will revise the Company Law, the Enterprise Bankruptcy Law, 
the Anti-Monopoly Law, the Railway Law, the Mineral Resources Law, 
the Animal Husbandry Law, and the Agricultural Products Quality and 
Safety Law.

We will move faster to advance legislation on the people’s well-
being, social affairs, and environmental protection. We will formulate 
laws on protection of the Yellow River, ecological conservation on the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, black soil protection, social assistance, pre-
school education, civil enforcement, and telecom and online fraud. 
We will revise the Physical Culture and Sports Law, the Vocational 
Education Law, the Academic Degrees Regulations, the Law on the 
Protection of Women’s Rights and Interests, the Charity Law, the Sci-
ence and Technology Popularization Law, the Cultural Relics Protec-
tion Law, the Civil Procedure Law, the Public Security Administrative 
Penalties Law, and the Wild Animals Protection Law. 

We will strengthen the legal framework for national security. We 
will formulate an emergency response and management law, a public 
health emergency response law, and a food security law, and we will 
revise the Law on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases 
and the Frontier Health and Quarantine Law.

We will upgrade our legal toolkit and develop a more complete 
system of laws and regulations relating to foreign affairs. We will do 
a good job of ratifying treaties and agreements with foreign countries 
and approving international conventions. 

We will better align decision making for reforms and development 
with legislative decision making and effectively carry out work with 
regard to authorization and reform decisions. We will continue to 
formulate codes in mature areas of legislation. We will give full play 
to the leading role of the NPC in legislative work and make China’s 
legal system better designed and more complete, unified, and au-
thoritative.

Fourth, we will earnestly conduct oversight of the implemen-
tation of the law and of work performance.

In our annual oversight work plan, we have prepared 32 oversight 
programs. In order to promote high-quality development, we will hear 
and deliberate reports on the implementation of the plan for national 
economic and social development, on the alignment of efforts to con-
solidate and expand achievements in poverty alleviation with efforts 
to promote rural revitalization, on the development of the digital econ-

SpeciAl RepoRt

and preserve the uniformity of China’s legal system. 
We will improve the system in which the central government 

exercises overall jurisdiction over the special administrative regions 
in accordance with the Constitution and their basic laws, ensure the 
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omy, and on financial work. We will also inspect the implementation of 
the Rural Revitalization Promotion Law, the Science and Technology 
Popularization Law, and the Foreign Investment Law. 

We will carry out research projects on the efforts to encourage 
small rural households to become involved in modern agriculture, to 
develop high-quality farmland, and to manage and reform special local 
government debt. 

We will conduct budget and final account reviews and oversight 
and state-owned asset management oversight. We will hear and 
deliberate the State Council’s reports on central final accounts, 
auditing work, and budget execution, on the rectification of problems 
discovered through auditing, and on the allocation and use of govern-
ment funds for social security. We will conduct a special inquiry based 
on our hearing and examination of a comprehensive report on the 
management of state-owned assets. We will carry out research into 
improving the individual income tax system to help regulate income 
distribution.

In an effort to ensure and improve living standards, we will 
hear and deliberate reports on employment, child health work, the 
well-rounded, healthy growth of students in compulsory education, and 
work related to our senior citizens. We will carry out research projects 
on the effort to foster a strong sense of community among the Chinese 
people and the implementation of the national strategy for addressing 
population aging. 

With a focus on ecological conservation, we will hear and examine 
the State Council’s report on the state of the environment in 2021, 
progress on environmental protection targets for the year, and its han-
dling of our inspection report and relevant recommendations on the 
implementation of the Law on the Prevention and Control of Environ-
mental Pollution by Solid Wastes.

We will carry out inspections of the implementation of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Law and the Yangtze River Protection Law and 
conduct a special inquiry based on our deliberation of the inspection 
report on the former.

We will enhance oversight of law enforcement, supervisory, and 
judicial work. We will hear and deliberate a report on addressing illegal 
entry, residence, and employment of foreign nationals in China, con-
duct research on the efforts of supervisory bodies to make their work 
more procedure- and law-based and standardized, and hear and delib-
erate the Supreme People’s Court report on foreign-related adjudica-
tion and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate report on procuratorial 
work relating to minors. 

We will improve the mechanisms and methods for conducting over-
sight, step up follow-up supervision to ensure genuine resolution of 
prominent issues, and make our oversight better conceived and more 
targeted, binding, and effective.

Fifth, we will give full play to the role of NPC deputies.
We will take solid steps to organize the election of deputies to the 

14th NPC, maintaining strict standards for deputies and tightening 
oversight of the entire election process, in order to ensure that the 
process is fair, open, and accessible and that the results earn the 
approval of our people. 

We will enhance our ability to carry out work related to deputies, 
fully implement the specific measures for strengthening and improving 
our deputy-related work, and closely rely on deputies to carry out the 

NPC’s work.
We will arrange for relevant organizations to handle deputies’ 

proposals and suggestions effectively and efficiently, work toward the 
establishment of a detailed record of commitments to resolve issues 
raised in deputies’ suggestions, and improve the mechanism for over-
seeing the handling of key suggestions. 

We will deepen deputies’ participation in the work of the Standing 
Committee, special committees, and working bodies and encour-
age the State Council, the National Commission of Supervision, the 
Supreme People’s Court, and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate to 
enhance and improve their engagement with NPC deputies. 

We will make sure our deputies reach out to the public on a greater 
variety of issues and in more diversified ways, and we will develop 
sound mechanisms for handling and giving feedback on public opin-
ions and suggestions as passed along by deputies.

We will provide deputies with more systematic, standardized, and 
professional training programs and organize four study sessions for 
chairpersons of county-level people’s congress standing committees. 
We will advance the development and use of an online platform en-
abling NPC deputies to access study resources, perform their duties, 
and foster close ties with members of the general public. 

We will strengthen management and oversight of deputies’ perfor-
mance of duties and make further progress in standardizing records 
on their performance. 

Sixth, we will effectively carry out international exchanges.
Giving top priority to implementing the major diplomatic outcomes 

achieved by President Xi Jinping, we will step up exchanges with par-
liaments of other countries and international and regional parliamen-
tary organizations, advance cooperation with the parliaments of key 
nations and major countries from various regions, and consolidate and 
deepen our foreign exchanges at multiple levels and through multiple 
channels. 

We will promote greater integration of the NPC’s diplomatic work 
with its communications with the international community and make 
our foreign relations work more targeted and effective. We will open 
up new fronts and adopt new methods in legal conflicts in international 
relations and make full use of NPC spokespeople.

Seventh, we will strengthen our self-improvement efforts 
in line with the requirement to uphold the four-fold role of the 
Standing Committee.

We will earnestly implement the systems of the Party’s leader-
ship and take further steps to better uphold our four-fold role. We will 
remain committed to exercising full and rigorous governance of Party 
organizations and make genuine efforts to see the NPC bodies’ po-
litical integrity enhanced, their theoretical competence strengthened, 
their organization consolidated, their conduct improved, their discipline 
reinforced, and their institutions strengthened. 

We will step up theoretical research on the people’s congress 
system and improve the NPC’s public communications and informa-
tion work. We will do a good job of handling letters and visits from the 
public. We will promote the application of digital, smart, and informa-
tion technologies in the NPC bodies. We will strengthen our ties with 
local people’s congresses and enhance the overall effectiveness of 
the work of people’s congresses. 
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A law on local legislatures and governments was 
amended as part of the country’s drive to mod-
ernize its governance system and capacity.

The draft amendment to the Organic Law of the 
Local People’s Congresses and Local People’s Governments 
was submitted for the third reading and final adoption to the 
fifth session of the 13th National People’s Congress (NPC).

Adopted in 1979, the law is going through its sixth 
amendment, in which a people-centered philosophy of de-
velopment and whole-process people’s democracy are high-
lighted.

“As a basic law stipulating the organization and opera-
tion of local legislatures and governments, it serves as an 
important institutional guarantee for local state organs of 
power and administrative organs to exercise their powers 
and perform their duties,” said Wang Chen, vice chairman 
of the NPC Standing Committee, in an explanatory speech 
delivered at the session.

When elaborating on the necessity of amending the law, 
Wang said that it is crucial to ensure law-based and effective 
governance under the leadership of the Communist Party of 
China.

Enhancing supervision

The draft amendment further specifies the composition 
of local legislatures, stipulating that committees dedicated 
to financial and economic affairs, legal affairs and others can 
be set up by local people’s congresses.

“The establishment of such special committees will dou-
ble the effectiveness of oversight by local legislatures over 
areas that require professional expertise,” said Gao Jianjun, 
a national lawmaker from central China’s Henan Province.

Another highlight of the draft is the empowerment of 
people’s congresses at the county and township levels to 
supervise the budgets and final accounts of governments at 
their respective levels.

It also adds new provisions defining the functions and 
powers of urban neighborhood offices, as the sub-district 
agencies are assuming an increasing range of responsibilities 
for public administration. The current law does not prescribe 
what duties the offices should fulfill.

Stressing the significance of primary-level organs and 
organizations in China’s system of governance, political ad-
visor Lyu Hongbing said that these revisions are essential to 
develop whole-process people’s democracy and will ensure 

that it is the people who run the country.

Improving grassroots governance

As stipulated by the current law, local legislatures and 
governments should perform their duties and functions in ac-
cordance with the law. The draft amendment fleshes out such 
provisions with details.

According to the draft amendment, local people’s con-
gresses, the standing committees of local people’s congresses 
at and above the county level and local governments should 
see to it that the central authorities’ decisions are implement-
ed in a timely and faithful manner, and that the Constitution, 
laws and administrative regulations are enforced within their 
own administrative regions.

“Part of building a law-based government is ensuring the 
implementation of the Constitution, laws and administrative 
regulations,” said Lyu.

The draft amendment also responds to new changes in 
governance at local levels. It says that the governments of 
different administrative regions at and above the county level 
can set up special joint working groups based on local reali-
ties to implement state-level strategies for regional integrated 
development. Local governments at and above the county 
level can also form cross-department response teams in times 
of major emergency, it says.

“These revisions will facilitate innovation in grassroots 
governance, enhance the capacity of local governments in 
delivering services to the people, and inject new vitality into 
the drive for modernizing the system and capacity for gover-
nance,” said Cai Hua, an NPC deputy. 

After the deliberation and some further modifications 
done to the draft amendment, the fifth session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress adopted the amendment to the 
Organic Law of the Local People’s Congresses and Local 
People’s Governments at its closing meeting on March 11. 
(Xinhua)  

Special RepoRt

Continue to modernize  
the country’s governance  
system and capacity

“It is crucial to ensure law-based  
and effective governance under the 
leadership of the Communist Party  
of China,” Wang Chen said.
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NPC deputies are the voices of the 
people they represent, with their sug-
gestions usually relating to the regions 
they hail from, the fields in which they 
work, and the topics at play in society.

During the fifth session of the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC), Yang Rong, a deputy from 
Taiyuan, Shanxi Province, together with other 
lawmakers, had 10 items on the agenda, in-

cluding the deliberation of several documents such as the 
government work report, over the course of six and a half 
days since March 5. Drafting suggestions and submitting 
motions was another important task throughout their five-
year term, which will conclude in 2023. More than 2,700 
of 2,951 13th NPC deputies attended this year’s full session 
in Beijing.

Community police officer Yang’s suggestions this year 
concerned advancing law-based primary-level governance 
and improving community security mechanisms. As a 
member of the Taiyuan Women’s Federation, she primarily 

Lawmakers put whole-process 
people’s democracy into action

focused on issues related to women’s and children’s rights 
during the session.

NPC deputies are elected nationwide. They are the voices 
of the people they represent, with their suggestions usually 
relating to the regions they hail from, the fields in which they 

A journalist asks a question during an inter-
view attended by deputies to the 13th NPC 
via video link ahead of the second plenary 
meeting of the fifth session of the 13th NPC 
in Beijing on March 8. Yang Kejia
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work, and the topics at play in society.
Motions can be raised through a provincial-level delega-

tion, a group of at least 30 NPC deputies, or the relevant NPC 
departments. A motion is raised when congress is in session; 
it becomes legally binding when adopted. Suggestions con-
cerning political and social issues will be passed on to govern-
ment and judicial departments concerned for consideration, 
according to the regulations regarding their handling. The 
drafting party will receive a reply on the outcome for each of 
their suggestions.

The people’s voice 

“We have achieved a lot in primary-level governance, for 
example, implementing new and effective management sys-
tems for communities and neighborhoods with high popula-
tion densities, which allow us to more swiftly identify poten-
tial problems,” Yang said.

“We have invited volunteers to participate in the man-
agement,” Yang said. “Dividing communities into smaller 
sections allows us to better adapt to resident needs, in turn 
providing them with a safer and happier environment.”

Yet China’s current urban and rural community gover-
nance remains complex and often does not clarify the re-
sponsibilities of stakeholders. Yang said specific legal provi-
sions are necessary to render urban and rural management 

more effective.
“I developed the proposal based on the problems people 

face in daily life,” Yang said, adding that she had conducted 
extensive field research and further discussed her proposal 
with experts.

“My work as a deputy over the past four years has allowed 
me to witness firsthand the importance the NPC attaches to 
our advice,” Yang said. “It also reflects the importance the 
central government attaches to people’s immediate interests, 
which in turn inspires deputies to more actively represent the 
people.”

Since becoming an NPC deputy in 2018, Yang has submit-
ted proposals on the promotion of folk culture and the sup-

All 8,993 suggestions submitted  
by deputies during the 2021  
annual session were forwarded  
to 194 organizations for examina-
tion and handling, a process  
which has now been completed.
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Deputies to the 13th NPC Lu Wenjun, Yang Rong and Ge Minghua (from R to L) attend an interview via video link ahead of the second plenary meeting 
of the fifth session of the 13th NPC in Beijing on March 8. Li Xin
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port of family education; all have become part of the related 
government policies or laws.

“By doing my duty, I can make people’s voices heard and 
acted upon by the NPC. This is the embodiment of whole-pro-
cess people’s democracy,” Yang added.

According to the Report on the Work of the Standing 
Committee of the NPC released on March 8, all 8,993 sugges-
tions submitted by deputies during the 2021 annual session 
were forwarded to 194 organizations for examination and 
handling, a process which has now been completed. The 265 
suggestions that were raised when the NPC was not in ses-
sion were handed over to 98 organizations for examination 
and handling.

A carefree childhood

Liu Xiya, principal of Chongqing Xiejiawan Primary 
School, keeps her focus on the development of high-quality 
compulsory education.

Since she became an NPC deputy in 2013, Liu has made 
a series of suggestions about education, covering off-cam-
pus tutoring and the protection of minors, after she visited 
schools of different types and collected public opinions from 
social media.

Liu also pays more attention to the country’s “double re-
duction” policy, which was introduced in July 2021 aiming to 
reduce the excessive burden from homework and off-campus 
tutoring on primary and junior middle school students, and 
to ensure equal access to educational resources.

At this year’s NPC sessions, Liu had 14 suggestions ready 
to file this year, and many of them are related to education. 
She said during an interview that against the backdrop of the 
“double reduction” policy, education resources should be bet-
ter optimized to facilitate students’ growth.

She said that during her field research in recent years, 
people have expressed concern about off-campus tutoring 
problems. Over the years, she has listened to opinions from 
the public and put forward a number of suggestions about 
regulating off-campus tutoring centers, reducing the aca-
demic burden on students, improving the quality of teaching, 
protecting minors and ensuring equality of education.

“I have been calling for years to regulate after-school tu-
toring agencies and activities that affect the fair education 
environment. In 2021, the central government comprehen-
sively regulated these institutions and its determination far 
exceeded my expectation. It strengthened my sense of mis-
sion in performing my duties,” she said.

By the end of 2021, 91.45 percent of offline tutoring cen-
ters and 87.07 percent of online tutoring services had closed 
or switched to other businesses, according to official data.

Witnessing development

Yang and Liu are among several deputies who shared real 
stories that happened at the primary level in interviews be-
fore the opening meeting of the NPC this year. Some others 
also expressed their pride and excitement in witnessing and 
participating in the country’s progress over the years as a 
lawmaker.

Chai Shanshan, a millennial deputy to the NPC, is a mail 

handler of China Post in Shanghai. He said during the inter-
view that in early 2020, when COVID-19 just broke out, nu-
merous couriers worked like busy bees for last-mile delivery.

“I brought their voices and suggestions to the NPC last 
year, after which the Ministry of Human Resources and So-
cial Security, together with seven other relevant departments, 
issued a document on protecting rights and interests of work-
ers engaged in new labor forms under the supervision of the 
NPC,” he said, adding that it marked another time that peo-
ple’s livelihood is the nation’s top concern.

“This year, I’m here with another motion about regulating 
outsourcing employment,” he said.

Another deputy named Wu Chen, an architect and plan-
ner with the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design and the 
Shougang Group, introduced his motion of making urban 
design more people oriented.

According to him, the waterfronts and hutongs, a type of 
narrow street or alley in northern China, near Shichahai, a 
historical scenic area consisting of three lakes in Beijing, were 
once congested due to commerce and tourism overdevelop-
ment.

Thanks to elaborate designing and joint efforts made by 
all walks of life, a six-kilometer trail has been built along the 
lakes. Besides, Wu and his colleagues made a renovation plan 
for a nearby market, which has turned the lakeside attraction 
into an ideal resort for Beijingers and visitors.

Writer Ma Huijuan, an NPC deputy from Hongsibu Dis-
trict, Wuzhong in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, the larg-
est community for ecological immigrants in the country, said 
she was just an ordinary rural woman before she became an 
NPC deputy.

She said during the interview that she was born in a small 
mountain village in Ningxia’s Xihaigu, one of China’s most 
impoverished areas, where donkeys were once the only 
means of transport.

“I’ve been into reading since I was a child. However, I 
dropped out of school when I was 16 because of poverty. Four 
years later, relocation policies brought me and my fellow 
villagers out of the mountains, and we settled in Hongsibu. 
In our new home that sits by the Yellow River, we have em-
braced a good life,” the woman said.

NPC deputy Shapu Drolma from a local water supply com-
pany in Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai 
Province, introduced how her hometown has restored local 
ecology through grazing ban, wetland conservation and affor-
estation. She and her coworkers greened once-barren moun-
tains and refilled dried watercourses with lucid water.

“My hometown is located in the Sanjiangyuan ecological 
preservation area, which is home to the headwaters of the 
Yellow, the Yangtze and the Mekong rivers. Therefore, apart 
from ensuring clean water supply for our village, we must 
make sure that the people in the middle and lower reaches 
can also have access to high-quality water supply,” Shapu 
Drolma said.

She said that her fellow villagers are making regular pa-
trols along the rivers with drones and water quality sensors 
so as to make sure the water is pure. “Thanks to our efforts 
to maintain ecology, our prefecture was honored as a nation-
al-level demonstration area for ecological progress,” Shapu 
Drolma noted.
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Whole-pRoceSS people'S DemocRAcy

China should unswervingly follow its political path 
and strive to ensure that the future and destiny 
of the nation remain in the hands of the Chinese 
people through the people’s congress system, 

chairman of the National People’s Congress Standing Com-
mittee Li Zhanshu said on March 11.

The role of the people’s congress system-a fundamental 
political system in China-should be fully utilized to ensure 
that the people, based on the law, manage state affairs, eco-
nomic and cultural undertakings and social affairs through 

Enhance role of people’s congresses
——Annual gathering of lawmakers lays legal 
foundation for good governance
By Cao Yin

various channels and ways, said Li Zhanshu.
He made the remarks in a speech at the closing meeting of 

the fifth session of the 13th NPC, which was attended by 2,758 
deputies.

President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman 
of the Central Military Commission, attended the meeting at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing along with other Chi-
nese leaders, Li Keqiang, Wang Yang, Wang Huning, Zhao 
Leji, Han Zheng and Wang Qishan.

Deputies to the 13th NPC leave the Great Hall of the People after the closing meeting of the fifth session of the 13th NPC in Beijing on March 11. Chen Zhonghao



31ISSUE 1 · 2022

92 changes made to gov’t work  
report during “two sessions”  
deliberations, discussions

The Report on the Work of the Government was released in full 
on March 12.

Compared to the version delivered by Premier Li Keqiang at 
the opening meeting of the fifth session of the 13th National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC) on March 5, the report adopted on March 11 
recorded 92 changes.

The modifications, which focused on stabilizing the economy, 
promoting innovation and improving people’s lives, were made 
based on the suggestions put forward by NPC deputies and mem-
bers of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 
National Committee over the past week, according to officials from 
the State Council.

For example, on stabilizing employment, the final version add-
ed that the government will improve services concerning flexible 
employment, and work hard to create a fair employment environ-
ment.

While summarizing the problems and challenges, the revised 
report added that imported inflationary pressure has increased.

It also stressed increasing the share of basic research spending 
in the country’s total R&D expenditures, and further reforming the 
assessment and incentive systems for scientific research, in order 
to raise the capacity for scientific and technological innovation.

Nearly 30 additions were introduced to address issues concern-
ing people’s wellbeing, such as education, health care and social 
security.

On education, the report said that the government will ensure 
all children of rural migrant workers in cities have access to educa-
tion.

It also highlighted plans to steadily advance trials for long-term 
care insurance schemes, and to explore new ways of developing 
senior citizen education to proactively respond to population aging. 
(Xinhua)

Li called for firm adherence to the political path of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics, and made it clear that the 
leadership of the CPC is the most essential feature of Chinese 
socialism and the core principle of China’s Constitution, 
which must be upheld.

NPC deputies should fully realize the mission and task 
of the people’s congress system, adhere to the CPC’s overall 
leadership, fully implement the Constitution and continuous-
ly improve the socialist legal system with Chinese character-
istics, he said.

The Constitution stipulates that all power in the People’s 
Republic of China belongs to the people, and the organs 
through which the people exercise state power are the NPC 
and the local people’s congresses at all levels.

In China, there are five levels of people’s congresses: town-
ship, county, city, provincial and national, with a total num-
ber of 2.62 million deputies. Among them, 2.48 million are at 
the township and county levels, and they are elected directly 
by people in their districts, according to Zhang Yesui, spokes-
man for the NPC session.

Li said that an important principle and design of the peo-
ple’s congress system is that the power of all state organs and 

It also highlighted plans to steadily advance trials for long-term 
care insurance schemes, and to explore new ways of developing 
senior citizen education to proactively respond to population aging. 
(Xinhua)

their staff is under supervision. “Administrative, supervisory, 
judicial and procuratorial departments are all created by the 
people’s congress, are responsible to it and are subject to its 
supervision,” he said.

At the closing meeting on March 11, NPC deputies ap-
proved the Government Work Report and the work reports 
of the NPC Standing Committee, the Supreme People’s Court 
and the Supreme People’s Procuratorate. They also approved 
this year’s national economic and social development plan, 
and budgets for 2022.

The amended Organic Law of Local People’s Congresses 
and Local Governments, which streamlines the workflows of 
local legislative bodies and urges them to maintain close con-
tact with the people, was adopted. The updated law also re-
quires local governments to advance law-based governance.

Considering that this is the last year of the five-year term 
of the current 13th NPC, a decision on the quota and election 
of deputies to the 14th NPC, the method for the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (SAR) to elect its deputies to 
the 14th NPC, and the method for the Macao SAR were also 
passed at the closing meeting.

According to the decisions, the election of deputies to the 
next NPC shall be completed in January 2023. 

The Constitution stipulates that  
all power in the People’s Republic  
of China belongs to the people, 
and the organs through which the 
people exercise state power are  
the NPC and the local people’s  
congresses at all levels.

The closing meeting of the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC is held at 
the Great Hall of the People in Bei-
jing on March 11. Sheng Jiapeng
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Democracy in the works

“In my capacity as deputy to the National People’s 
Congress (NPC), I think my role includes serving as 
a bridge between people and government. Collecting 
the opinions from citizens in my community, I make 

suggestions to the Central Government on their behalf,” 
Zhu Guoping, a community worker who has served as an 
NPC deputy for 15 years, said on the sidelines of the fifth 
session of the 13th NPC, running from March 5 to 11.

The NPC is China’s highest state organ of power. The 
annual gatherings of the NPC deputies and members of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC), the highest advisory body, are 
among the most important political events in China, com-
monly known as the “two sessions.”

Some Western media and politicians believe China’s two 
sessions are “rubber-stamp assemblies.” However, that ste-
reotype stems from their lack of understanding of how Chi-
na’s whole-process people’s democracy works.

The broadest possible consensus

Take the government work report as an example. In this 
year’s report, Premier Li Keqiang reviewed achievements in 
2021 and outline priorities for 2022. It was endorsed at the 
closing meeting of the NPC session on March 11.

The report was drafted based on a wide range of opinions 
from all layers of society.

In late January, Li chaired multiple consultation meet-
ings with representatives of the business, education, science, 
culture, health and sports sectors, experts in different areas 
and ordinary citizens, according to Xiang Dong, deputy di-
rector of State Council Research Office. The premier also 
exchanged views with leaders of non-Communist parties and 
the All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce as well 
as prominent individuals without party affiliation.

Meanwhile, the draft was sent to provincial-level govern-
ments, central government departments and selected cor-

By Wen Qing

Whole-Process PeoPle's Democracy

Deputies to the local people's congress, village representatives, Party members and hostel owners have a discussion in Zhongshan Township, Tonglu 
County in Zhejiang Province, on February 22, 2021. Xu Yu
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porations for feedback. Furthermore, the Share Your Ideas 
With China’s Premier column was launched across 22 online 
media platforms. Netizens’ comments were compiled into 
1,100 suggestions, with some incorporated into the report.

It’s clear that the report was formulated in an inclusive 
and democratic way. During the two sessions, more than 
2,700 NPC deputies and around 2,000 CPPCC National Com-
mittee members had extensive deliberations on the report in 
a bid to find common ground and a convergence of the peo-
ple’s interests. Roughly 90 revisions were made to the report 
based on their contributions. After the consensus is built, its 
work plans enter the implementation stage.

“The main function of the two sessions is to turn societal 
consensus into enforceable laws and policies,” Song Luzheng, 
a research fellow at the China Institute at Fudan University, 
said. “It is rare to see fierce debate during the two sessions, 
and the reports, legislative items and motions raised by the 
deputies are often passed by a sweeping majority because the 
intense and difficult discussions were conducted long before 
their submission.”

If consensus cannot be reached, discussions and con-
sultations will continue, instead of forcibly passing a policy 
through voting. This is why the whole process of formulating 
the Property Law took 14 years, according to Song. Beginning 
in 1993, it was not until December 2002 that the draft legisla-
tion was first reviewed by the Standing Committee of the 9th 
NPC. The full text of the draft was only released for feedback 
in July 2005. After six readings by lawmakers, it was finally 
passed in 2007.

Thriving grassroots democracy

The two sessions is not the only opportunity to practice 
whole-process people’s democracy as democracy is also flour-
ishing at the primary level.

Since 2015, the NPC Standing Committee has started to 
establish community-level legislation outreach offices to 
listen to opinions and suggestions from local residents, and 
involve them in the lawmaking process. Hongqiao Subdistrict 
in Shanghai’s Changning District, where Zhu has worked for 
many years, became one of the first four establishments in 
July 2015.

Over the following years, Zhu and other local residents 
participated in the revision of more than 30 laws, including 
the Anti-Domestic Violence Law, the National Anthem Law, 
and the Law on the Protection of Minors, and put forward 
more than 600 suggestions.

For example, in 2016, the NPC solicited public opinions 
on the National Anthem Law. Xia Yunlong, a retired college 
teacher, suggested that citizens should be encouraged to sing 
the national anthem at the “proper places and events” to ex-
press their love for the nation. Later, the proposal was incor-
porated into the law, which took effect in 2017.

“Lawmaking has come to people’s doorsteps, and residents 
voluntarily participate in the work. This is what we mean 
when we say the people are the masters of the country,” Zhu 
said. “The outreach office is a microcosm of the development 
of whole-process democracy.”

“The Chinese people’s enthusiasm for participating in 
state affairs and their ability to take action amaze me. People 
are getting involved in the decision-making process, from 

legislation to compiling national economic and social devel-
opment plans, and to managing a residential neighborhood 
and organizing various tasks such as sorting waste,” Néstor 
Restivo, member of the China Research Group of the Argen-
tine Council for International Relations, said.

The NPC now has 22 community-level outreach offices 
across the country, covering two thirds of the mainland’s 
provincial-level regions; more will continue to be added. Ac-
cording to official statistics, as of August 2021, these offices 
had solicited more than 6,700 opinions and suggestions from 

The two sessions is not the only op-
portunity to practice whole-process 
people’s democracy as democracy is 
also flourishing at the primary level.

Xia Yunlong, an 81-year-old staff from the local legislative outreach 
office, introduces the community publications at the community-level 
legislative outreach office in Shanghai's Hongqiao Subdistrict on July 
24, 2021. Geng Xinning

Photo taken on November 5, 2021 shows the World Openness Report 
2021 released at a press conference during the fourth Hongqiao Interna-
tional Economic Forum in Shanghai, east China.  Zhang Yuwei
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Understanding China’s whole-process 
people’s democracy at “two sessions”

Whole-process people’s democracy, a creation of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) in leading the people to pursue, 
develop and realize democracy, embodies the Party’s innovation 
in advancing China’s democratic theories, systems and practices.

China’s “two sessions,” the annual gatherings of the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) and the National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), offer 
observers a window into the idea and practice of whole-process 
people’s democracy, which has become a buzzword in China’s 
political arena over the past years.

During roughly a week, nearly 3,000 NPC deputies and around 
2,000 members of the CPPCC National Committee perform their 
duties including the deliberation of various legislative items and 
the review and discussion of a series of work reports, in a bid to 
garner the common ground and convergence of interests of the 
Chinese people.

As a creative concept in the new era, whole-process people’s 
democracy derives from the rich legacy of the CPC’s democratic 
practices since its founding. One of the most illustrative examples 

is the CPC’s innovative way of mobilizing rural people to exercise their 
voting rights by casting beans as their ballots during the revolutionary 
era.

The concept has two key phrases: “whole process” and “people’s 
democracy.”

“People’s democracy” is the life of socialism. The essence of 
socialist democracy is that the people are the masters of the country. 
It is stipulated in China’s Constitution that all power in the country 
belongs to the people, and Chinese people participate, in accordance 
with law and in various ways and forms, in the governance of state, 
economic, cultural, and social affairs.

“Whole process” means that the people engage in democratic 
elections, consultations, decision-making, management, and oversight 
according to the law.

During the two sessions, national legislators and political advisors 
bring with them people’s expectations for a better life as well as is-
sues of public concerns, so that the public will of the 1.4 billion people 
is incorporated into the top-level design of national development.

They engage in in-depth deliberations and heated discussions, 
focusing on a wide range of topics such as income distribution, edu-
cation, medical care, housing, elderly care, and child care.

In 2021, the NPC adopted the amendments to relevant laws that 
concern its organization and working procedures, with whole-process 
democracy being written into law.

At this year’s sessions, the draft amendment to the Organic Law 
of the Local People’s Congresses and Local People’s Governments is 
submitted for deliberation. Adopted in 1979, the law will go through its 
sixth amendment, in which a people-centered philosophy of develop-
ment and whole-process people’s democracy are highlighted.

Democracy is not an ornament, but it is about solving problems for 
the people. Whether a country is democratic or not, practice speaks 
the loudest and the people of that country have the biggest say.

Practice has proved that the whole-process people’s democracy 
in China is the broadest, most genuine and most effective socialist de-
mocracy. It is rooted in China’s history and culture, suited to China’s 
national conditions, and is able to solve China’s problems.

While there is no one-size-fits-all democratic model and each 
country can blaze its own path, China’s whole-process people’s 
democracy will surely enrich the political civilization of humani-
ty. (Xinhua)

locals on 115 draft laws and annual legislative plans.

The Chinese essence

Democracy is not an ornament to be used for decoration; 
it is to be used to solve the problems that the people want to 
solve, Chinese President Xi Jinping said while addressing 
a central conference on work related to people’s congresses 
in 2021. During his address, Xi emphasized that whether a 
country is a democracy or not depends on whether its people 
are really the masters of the country.

“If the people are awakened only for voting but enter a 
dormant period soon after, if they are given a song and dance 
during campaigning but have no say after the election, or if 
they are favored during canvassing but are left out in the cold 
after the election, such a democracy is not a true democracy,” 
Xi continued.

China’s democracy has demonstrated its strong effective-
ness after decades of practice and testing. This is in stark 

contrast to growing institutional failure and incapacity in the 
West, Song said. In the 2020 U.S. presidential elections, the 
peaceful transition of power was even jeopardized during the 
Capitol Hill riot, attesting to the dysfunction of the U.S. de-
mocracy.

“Through electoral processes, one side or the other will be 
elected, which means half of society is alienated right then 
and there because their representatives weren’t on the win-
ning side. And elected representatives typically don’t consult 
with the community in their decision-making,” Bruce Boyes, 
lead writer at RealKM Magazine, said.

Just as the white paper titled China: Democracy That 
Works, released by the State Council Information Office last 
year, states, in the richly diverse world, democracy comes in 
many forms. China’s democracy is thriving alongside those 
of other countries in the garden of civilizations. China stands 
ready to contribute its experience and strength to global po-
litical progress through cooperation and mutual learning. 
(Beijing Review) 

Whole-Process PeoPle's Democracy

Photo taken on March 7 shows the main venue of a video confer-
ence held by the fifth session of the 13th National Committee of the 
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), during 
which some political advisors deliver speeches, in Beijing. Liu Bin
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By deliberating on various work reports and mak-
ing thousands of suggestions, national lawmakers 
and political advisers have put into practice Chi-
na’s form of democracy during the fifth session of 

the 13th National People’s Congress (NPC).
Nearly 3,000 deputies to the National People’s Congress 

and around 2,000 members of the National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 
gathered in Beijing in early March to perform their duties, 
including deliberating on legislative items and reviewing and 
discussing a series of work reports, in a bid to create com-
mon ground and cater to the public interest.

They raised people’s expectations for a better life, as well 
as issues of public concerns, so that the public will of the 
country’s 1.4 billion people is incorporated into the top-lev-
el design of national development. In-depth deliberations 
and heated discussions have taken place, focusing on a wide 
range of topics, such as income distribution, education, med-
ical care, housing, elder care and child care.

At the CPPCC session, national political advisers made 
about 6,000 proposals and suggestions, mainly on economic, 
political, cultural, social and ecological issues, according to 
the CPPCC.

NPC deputies had submitted 487 motions by March 8- the 
deadline for motions- with 474 related to legislation and 13 

Motions, advice reflect 
people’s concerns

to supervision. Among the legislative motions, 19 were re-
lated to constitutional laws, 55 to civil and commercial laws, 
155 to administrative laws, 105 to economic laws, 64 to social 
laws, 39 to criminal laws and the remainder to procedural 
laws, according to information released on March 10 by the 
secretariat of the NPC session.

Apart from motions, deputies also made about 8,000 sug-
gestions on various sectors, such as more balanced regional 
growth, a stable and healthy digital economy, carbon-reduc-
tion policies and better healthcare services, according to the 
secretariat.

The final version of the Government Work Report, of 
which the draft version was delivered by Premier Li Keqiang 
on March 5, also had 92 changes in text before being put to a 
vote at the closing meeting of the NPC session on March 11.

Xiang Dong, deputy head of the Research Office of the 
State Council, said at a news briefing on March 11 that these 
changes have reflected most opinions and suggestions made 
by NPC deputies and CPPCC National Committee members. 
Most of the opinions are on how to stabilize the economy, 
push innovation and improve people’s livelihoods, he said.

Zhang Shuhua, a national political adviser and head of 
the Center of Socialist Democracy Research at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said the two sessions is a lively 
practice of China’s democracy, and also serves as a window 
for the outside to see how China’s democracy is being carried 
out.

Zhang Xingying, another national political adviser, said 
that his personal experience shows China’s democracy really 
works.

Before this year’s session, he has made 11 proposals. All of 
them have been carefully studied by the relevant government 
departments, as he has received feedback on each.

“Many were absorbed by decision-making bodies rela-
tively quickly,” said Zhang, who is also deputy head of the 
National Satellite Meteorological Center at the China Meteo-
rological Administration.

For example, last year, Zhang submitted a proposal to in-
crease investment in the construction of a carbon monitoring 
and evaluation system, which was later written into govern-
ment policies.

In the following September, the Ministry of Ecology and 
Environment conducted carbon monitoring in 16 cities, and 
of five key industries and 11 companies. In December, the 
China Meteorological Administration released a list of the 
first 60 stations in the new national greenhouse gases obser-
vation network.

“This shows the vitality of China’s democracy,” he said. 

By Li Hongyang and Zhang Yi

Staff members of the secretariat of the fifth session of the 13th NPC sort 
out suggestions from lawmakers in Beijing on March 9. Li Xin
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A plant protection scientist for nearly four decades, 
Wang Huasheng has been busy producing techno-
logical innovations to overcome farming trials and 
tribulations.

Wang is deputy director of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region’s Plant Protection General Station. He is also a dep-
uty to the 13th National People’s Congress (NPC), to which 
he can submit proposals on behalf of his community. “I’m 
honored to have contributed to the amendment of China’s 
Seed Law,” he said while attending this year’s NPC session 
in Beijing. The amendment went into effect on March 1, 
strengthening the protection of the legal rights and interests 
of owners of new plant varieties.

“The duties I perform as NPC deputy will always be based 
on my own work and in line with the law. I will continue to 
convey the concerns of people in the rural areas to the au-
thorities and promote plant protection,” Wang said.

Seeds of growth

In recent years, a fruit fly pest has affected Guangxi’s fruit 
production. “The flies prove a tough enemy. Without effective 
measures, farmers will have nothing to pick when harvest 
rolls around,” Wang said.

With the support of government funding, Wang and his 
team launched a research and development project. After 
studying the fly, they developed a bait that lured and killed 
more than 90 percent of the orchard’s pests. The bait is easy 
to use and does not affect produce quality.

After seeing local improvements, Wang decided to take his 
technique and insecticide nationwide. He brought a proposal 
based on his work results to this year’s NPC sessions, where 
lawmakers discuss bills and proposals reflecting people’s 
concerns and suggestions.

“The next step is large-scale application, during which we 
want to make the method more effective and affordable so 
fruit producers can enjoy a great harvest and increase their 
income; and customers can get better-quality fruit,” Wang 
said.

The No.1 Central Document for 2022, released in Febru-
ary, stipulates that the country should promote eco-friendly 
prevention and control products and technologies for crop 
diseases and insect plagues.

The first policy statement released by China’s central au-
thorities every year, the document is considered an indicator 
of policy priorities. Work on agriculture and undertakings in 

rural areas have featured high on the agenda for 19 consecu-
tive years.

During his years as a lawmaker, Wang has presented sev-
eral suggestions to relevant authorities on the topics of food 
security, plant disease prevention and control, crop variety 
approval and new fruit variety protection. The recommenda-
tions Wang has made are based on consultations with farm-
ers during field visits, and his many years of research.

Last year, he was invited to visit villages in Hainan Prov-
ince and Guangxi to survey their crop protection system, and 
look into potential improvements in both the system and lo-
cal ecology protection.

The surveys were part of NPC efforts, supported by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and other author-
ities, to gather data before revising the Seed Law. Through 
multiple rounds of detailed inspection and research, public 
opinion polling, evaluation meetings and discussions, a draft 
law was formulated and subsequently deliberated by the 13th 
NPC Standing Committee last August.

The Standing Committee then solicited feedback to the 
draft amendment on several occasions. Wang took advantage 
of the opportunity at hand and gave his professional input. 
He suggested that the law should stress the improvement of 
seed resilience, in addition to their yield and quality.

“Variety matters greatly. Disease-resistant types can cope 
with problems that only occur months or years later,” he said.

In December 2021, the NPC Standing Committee adopted 
the amendment to the Seed Law. The revised law adds provi-
sions regarding the protection of new plant varieties, and the 
intensification of scientific and technological research in the 
seed industry to promote innovation-driven progress.

Feet on the ground

Like Wang, Chen Baoshan is an agricultural scientist and 
NPC deputy from Guangxi. As director of the Guangxi-based 
State Key Laboratory for Conservation and Utilization of Sub-
tropical Agro-Bioresources, his main professional objective is 
to improve the breeding and cultivation of sugarcane. A sci-
entist and a lawmaker, Chen considers his job a bittersweet 
one.

“Sugar is one of the most important raw materials in the 
food industry. Of China’s every three spoons of sugar, two 
stem from Guangxi,” he said.

According to Chen, China has achieved several key break-
throughs in refining sugarcane yield, sugar content and 

Scientists make farmers’ 
voices heard via the world’s 
largest parliamentary body
By Lu Yan 

Whole-Process PeoPle's Democracy
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lifespan. Previously, a sugarcane crop could be harvested for 
three years before needing replacement. Chen and his team 
have managed to double that time to six years. “This has sig-
nificantly reduced farmers’ costs,” he said.

By working closely with farmers, Chen and his colleagues 
have also identified several challenges facing producers and 
industry stakeholders alike. These include natural and en-
vironmental factors preventing plants from reaching their 
potential, a lack of targeted preferential policies to encourage 
growers to invest in soil improvement, as well as inefficient 
harvesting methods and processing techniques.

“We must keep up the work to ensure the profitability of 
growing sugarcane stays on the rising curve. As long as farm-
ers are earning enough to live well, they will be able to con-
tinue on the path toward rural revitalization,” Chen added.

As a deputy to the 12th and 13th NPC, Chen has been col-
lecting suggestions from farmers, sugar refineries and scien-
tists via letters, field investigations and surveys for almost 10 
years.

“Every year, a team of deputies visits the places where 

people report problems. We identify the sources of the issues, 
work with local authorities to come up with targeted plans, 
and later on we make sure the problems have been properly 
solved,” Chen said.

For instance, in response to some community feedback 
last year, a group of lawmakers, including Chen, visited a 
county in Guangxi to supervise the upgrading of wastewater 
treatment facilities. Villagers had reported that the area’s 
dysfunctional sewer pipes were severely affecting the envi-
ronment and consequently the quality of local life. Through 
their role as NPC deputies, Chen and his colleagues were able 
to come up with a solution that met community needs and 
expectations.

“This kind of progress is then seen by neighboring villages 
and serves as a good example, leading them to look for ways 
to improve their own surroundings. It’s a ripple effect,” he 
said.

Chen’s efforts are also part of a rural revitalization strategy 
first proposed in 2017. China is working on consolidating and 
extending its achievements in poverty alleviation and driving 
rural revitalization following the nation’s 2020 victory over 
absolute poverty.

According to a government work report delivered by Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang at the opening of the fifth session of 
the 13th NPC on March 5, China will refine and strengthen 
its policies supporting agriculture, continue to promote the 
development of areas lifted out of poverty, work to warrant 
good harvests, and stimulate rural income growth.

“Rural revitalization is entering a new stage characterized 
by high-efficiency agriculture and increased agricultural 
mechanization,” Chen concluded, adding that the application 
of smart technology, too, will be scaled up. 

China is working on consolidating 
and extending its achievements in 
poverty alleviation and driving rural 
revitalization following the nation’s 
2020 victory over absolute poverty.

The 8th Ningxia Seed Expo is held in Pingluo County, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in July 2021.  Wang Peng
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DeputieS

Wang Yaping,  
a taikonaut

“I’m eager to hear suggestions on 
how to better use the space station,” 
said Wang from space earlier this year, 
during her Shenzhou-13 spaceflight 
mission at the Tiangong space station. 

As the first Chinese space lecturer, 
who is widely known for her dedication 
to space science education, Wang said 
although she had to ask for leave from 
attending the two sessions in person 
due to her space trip, she would con-
tinue to devote herself to the work, and 
carry out research and study in fields 
including space education and fulfill her 
duty as a deputy to the National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC).

The crew successfully conducted 
spacewalks and delivered sessions of 
the remote Tiangong class, as well as a 
space-ground connection with students 
from prestigious universities in Beijing, 
Hong Kong and Macao on the first day 
of 2022.

Dubbed the “space lecturer,” she 
is always thinking about how to make 
courses and experiments more interest-
ing and inspiring.

Wang called for making full use of 
the rich resources for science popular-
ization via the space station class, to 
nurture the scientific spirit and passion 
for the aerospace among the general 
public, especially the young, and tap 
into the full potential of the space sta-
tion in space education.

“We regard the country’s emphasis 
on cultural relics protection as a great 
opportunity for our work,” said Su, “I 
hope cultural relics protection can be 
improved with the help of science and 
technology and the traditional Chinese 
culture will be better promoted.”

Liu Qingfeng,  
board chairman of iFlytek, 
a leading Chinese artificial 
intelligence (AI) firm

This year, Liu brought eight sugges-
tions to the top legislature, covering 
applications of artificial intelligence in 
education, healthcare and elderly care.

For AI application in education, Liu 
suggested strengthening the popular-
ity of new-type teaching and learning 
terminals at schools, which can play an 
important role in the implementation of 
the “double reduction” policy to reduce 
students’ extracurricular tutoring and 
homework burdens.

Liu also suggested the building of 
a smart network that can help people 
with oral and hearing disabilities com-
municate. The quick development of 5G 
and AI will assist such a network. 

Liu’s firm, specializing in speech rec-
ognition, is currently developing devic-
es for those groups under the support of 
the China Disabled Persons Federation. 
More than 1,000 teams are using open-
source technologies created by iFlytek 
to develop apps for those people. 

Liu added the application of partner 
robots should be carried out via AI, 
which could enhance happiness for the 
elderly and solve shortages of skilled 
nursing staff.

Huang Xihua,  
an official from the city of 
Huizhou in Guangdong 
Province

Huang is inquisitive. She always 
keeps abreast of hot topics and takes 
careful notes. Now Huang has opened 

Su Bomin, 
dean of Dunhuang Academy

Su has been working for three de-
cades in the Mogao Grottoes, a UNES-
CO World Heritage site in Dunhuang, in 
northwest China’s Gansu Province. Also 
known as the Caves of the Thousand 
Buddhas, Mogao Grottoes is made up 
of some 500 Buddhist temples, carved 
into cliff faces and lined with one of the 
world’s most precious collections of 
Buddhist art. Su described himself as a 
“doctor of murals.”

Since being elected as an NPC deputy 
in 2018, Su has put forward a series of 
suggestions for the protection of cultural 
relics, such as establishing cultural relics 
protection as an independent major in 
universities.

“Spanning the past and present, Dun-
huang is of enduring value from both a 
historical and a scientific perspective,” 
Su said. He added that increasing num-
bers of Chinese young adults are becom-
ing interested in traditional culture, and 
this in turn has given a boost of China’s 
creative cultural industries.

During this year’s NPC sessions, 
apart from working on the disciplinary 
construction of cultural relics protec-
tion, Su also made suggestions on facil-
itating the establishment of a key state 
research laboratory for cultural relics 
protection, aiming to merge the protec-
tion of cultural relics into the system of 
scientific and technological innovation 
and development.

Deputies’ Voices

Students attend a science lecture conducted by Chinese astronauts from China's space station at 
the China Science and Technology Museum in Beijing on March 23. Guo Zhongzheng
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accounts on almost all major social 
media platforms. Whether it is Weibo, 
Douyin, or WeChat, she updates fre-
quently and has active interactions.

“My eyes are focused on whichever 
platform that grabs the most attention,” 
said the veteran internet surfer. “There 
are about a billion internet users in Chi-
na. As an NPC deputy, we should listen 
to their voices.”

Huang’s proposals always center on 
the livelihood of the people, ranging 
from treating water and noise pollution 
in rural areas to free expressway use 
during the Spring Festival travel rush.

This year,  Huang’s proposal is 
about introducing more child-rearing 
supportive measures, such as offering 
childcare and medical care subsidies, to 
build a more birth-friendly society.

“The government should give single 
women who are willing to have children 
the same rights and welfare as married 
women,” Huang added.

China’s birthrate dropped to the low-
est in six decades last year. Some 10.6 
million babies were born and the main-
land’s population growth was 480,000, 
the lowest since 1962, according to 
official statistics. The country also has 
an aging population as 14.2 percent of 
citizens are aged 65 or above.

Zhu Guoping,  
a community worker in 
Shanghai

Having worked in a community com-
mittee in Shanghai’s Changning District 
for nearly three decades, Zhu witnessed 
the neighborhood’s transformation.

“Social governance is getting more 
targeted and refined, and our living 
conditions are getting more comfort-
able. It used to be hard to see a doctor 
in major hospitals, but now the commu-
nity hospital is at the doorstep. Old-age 
care was once a big issue, but now the 
number of nursing homes is increasing 
year by year,” Zhu said.

Zhu still stays in the community 
committee even after retirement. “Com-
munity work boils down to serving the 
people,” Zhu said. “When residents 

have any difficulty or advice, I listen 
carefully and try my best to solve it. If it 
is beyond my capability, I’ll bring them 
to the two sessions.”

This year, she put forward sugges-
tions on how to assess long-term care 
insurance for the elderly and tackle in-
ternet addiction among children.

In the district she works in, there is 
an outreach office set up by the top leg-
islature. Zhu and local residents have 
used this office to participate in the re-
vision of more than 30 laws, including 
laws on domestic violence and the pro-
tection of minors, and put forward over 
600 legislative opinions.

“We are very happy to see some of our 
opinions were written into the law, and 
the feeling that we are the masters of our 
country has grown stronger,” Zhu said.

Zhao Dongling,  
a renowned scriptwriter

Despite China’s E-commerce Law 
and the Administrative Measures for 
Online Live-Streaming Marketing (for 
Trial Implementation) stipulating the 
obligations to provide tax-related infor-
mation by livestreaming marketing plat-
forms, the regulations are too general 
and lack operational guidance, which 
makes it difficult for taxation authorities 
to effectively track down tax evasion of 

online livestreamers as well as the en-
suing punishment, Zhao said.

Thus, Zhao suggested that the State 
Taxation Administration (STA) issue 
guidelines on what specific information 
different platforms should send to the 
authorities and that these information 
should be varied in accordance with 
their business operation. 

Together with other lawmakers, 
Zhao suggested tightening supervision 
and rectification of the livestreaming 
industry. They also suggested punish-
ment on tax evasion and mandatory 
cool-off period for tipping livestream-
ers to ensure a sound and equitable de-
velopment of the new economic model. 

The livestreaming sector was jolted 
after the STA issued a notice last Sep-
tember, requiring further strengthening 
of taxation administration for employ-
ees in the field.

At the end of last year, China’s top 
livestreamer Huang Wei, nicknamed 
Viya, was fined 1.34 billion yuan ($210 
million) for tax evasion by the taxation 
authorities in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
Province.

It is the largest fine ever imposed on 
a livestreamer, and market observers 
said that the case is a benchmark that 
suggests stronger supervision ensure 
the healthy and sustainable develop-
ment of the industry, and it proves that 
no one can cross the legal line, no mat-
ter what industry they are in.

Photo taken on November 5, 2021 shows a view of the Green and Intelligent Home Appliances and 
Furnishings Zone of the 4th China International Import Expo (CIIE) in east China's Shanghai. Liu Ying



40 NatioNal PeoPle’s CoNgress of ChiNa

Zhang Zhaoan,  
deputy head of the  
Shanghai Academy of  
Social Sciences

Zhang said the cosmetics industry 
has been developing rapidly in China as 
people pay more and more attention to 
their own image.

He said China has become the 
world’s second largest cosmetics con-
sumer market behind only the U.S., 
with a compound annual growth rate of 
9.7 percent from 2010 to 2020. Mean-
while, the sector is expected to maintain 
a compound annual growth rate of 11 
percent during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) period.

However, Zhang pointed out that the 
cosmetics industry in China still faces 
some underlying problems such as a 
lack of key technologies and high-end 
brands.

For example, during the past seven 
years, only two Chinese researchers 
have won the Maison G de Navarre 
Young Scientist Prize among the several 
awards sponsored by the Internation-
al Federation of Societies of Cosmetic 
Chemists, he explained.

In addition, only three Chinese 
brands--Pechoin, Rejoice and Chando-
-were among the world’s top 50 most 
valuable cosmetics companies in 2021. 

Therefore, Zhang called for research 
and development of cutting-edge cos-
metics technologies to be included 
into national science and technology 
R&D programs and additional support 
for basic research in botany, organic 
chemistry, dermatology, and other re-
lated fields.

With facilities and financial support 
from all sectors, China’s cosmetics 
companies need to jointly establish a 
collaborative mechanism to integrate 
resources, pool wisdom and facilitate 
innovation, he said, adding that the 
Oriental Beauty Valley in Shanghai can 
provide a basis for such a mechanism.

Sun Zhe,  
chairman of the standing 
committee of the municipal 
people’s congress of  
Harbin, capital city of  
Heilongjiang Province

The development of ice and snow 
sports and relevant industries has be-
come a hot topic among deputies to the 
13th NPC, China’s national legislature.

China will make the most of the 
legacy of the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics to enrich people’s intellec-
tual and cultural lives. “The success 

of the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter 
Games has turned the cold resources 
into a ‘hot economy’ and brought new 
opportunities. It will boost the devel-
opment of the winter sports industry,” 
said Sun Zhe, former mayor of Harbin 
in Heilongjiang, which boasts ice and 
snow resources and is the hometown of 
multiple gold medalists at the Olympic 
Winter Games.

“In the post-Winter Olympics peri-
od, Heilongjiang will continue to attach 
great importance to the development of 
the winter sports industry,” Sun said, 
adding the province has already rolled 
out a development plan for the winter 
sports economy from 2022 to 2030, 
which will focus on winter sports, cul-
ture, equipment and tourism.

“We should take advantage of the 
Olympic fervor to expand and strength-
en the winter sports industry and the 
related economy, foster new driving 
forces and create new economic growth 
points for the revitalization of the 
country’s northeast region,” Sun said.

Kaiser Abdukerim, 
president of Xinjiang  
Medical University

Making sure people at the grass-
roots level enjoy high-quality medical 
services has long been Abdukerim’s 
pursuit, especially since he became an 
NPC deputy.

A member of the Uygur ethnic 
group, the 51-year-old from Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region majored 
in pharmacology at Xinjiang Medical 
University and holds a doctorate in 
medicine. He became president of the 
university in 2017.

Abdukerim knows that Xinjiang, 
which covers one-sixth of China and 
is home to all 56 ethnic groups, faces 
more challenges than other regions in 
ensuring medical services for its resi-
dents, especially those living in remote, 
underdeveloped areas.

He believes that training enough 
health professionals is important to 
promote health services, but this takes 
time. Over the years, he has encouraged 
the university to train more medical 
professionals to care for rural residents 

Deputies

A white paper titled "China's Parasports: Progress and the Protection of Rights" is published by 
the State Council Information Office on March 3. Pan Xu
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and has urged more students to devote 
themselves to local medical services af-
ter graduation.

“Having access to quality medical 
services is what people care about the 
most,” Abdukerim said. “Responding to 
their expectations is my responsibility. 
I’ve conducted inspections and surveys 
to learn the needs of the people and 
bring them high-quality medical re-
sources.”

This year, Abdukerim proposed 
turning one hospital under the univer-
sity into a high-level medical service 
demonstration center to fully leverage 
its medical resources and strengths. 
He hopes it will provide high-quality 
medical services to people in Xinjiang, 
as well as to those in neighboring coun-
tries involved in the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative.

Geng Funeng,  
president of the  
Sichuan Good Doctor  
Pharmaceutical Group

Geng has called for more measures 
to improve the service capacity of med-
ical and health institutions at the grass-
roots level.

The efforts made in this regard are 
part of the rural revitalization strategy 
as well as the Healthy China initiative, 
Geng, also vice chairman of the Sichuan 
Provincial Federation of Industry and 
Commerce, said.

Grassroots-level medical institu-
tions are at the lowest level of China’s 
three-tier healthcare system and play 
important roles in prevention and treat-
ment of common and chronic diseases, 
epidemic response, information regis-
tration and public health education in 
rural areas.

Although progress has been made 
in grassroots healthcare development, 
there are still weak links, including the 
inadequacy of facilities and equipment 
in clinics in remote areas, and a short-
age of medicines and qualified medical 
personnel, he said.

Geng urged more efforts to boost 
disease prevention and treatment ca-
pacity through such measures as re-
source input, infrastructure upgrades 

and skill building.
He also suggested strengthening the 

training of rural doctors, encouraged 
the opening of traditional Chinese 
medicine (TCM) specialist clinics and 
TCM treatment of chronic diseases, 
and called for supporting policies for 
institutions that provide internet-based 
medical services in remote areas or re-
gions below the county-level.

Data showed that the number of 
medical and health institutions in Chi-
na had reached 1.04 million by Novem-
ber 2021, among which 990,000 were 
operating at the grassroots level.

Hu Zhonghui,  
chief artisan at  
Pinggao Group

Since joining Pinggao Group in 
2005 at the age of 18, Hu has made 
many accomplishments that are sig-
nificant to the group and the industry. 
The group, based in Pingdingshan in 
Henan Province, manufactures and 
sells high-voltage switchgears and 
equipment for power transmission and 
distribution.

As a deputy to the national legisla-
ture, Hu has been earnest and effective 
in fulfilling his duties and responsibil-
ities. In 2021, he paid visits to more 
than 20 enterprises, stayed in close 
connection with eight vocational col-
leges to learn about their enrollment 
and employment situation, and par-
ticipated in some 20 events, engaging 
in exchanges with students and young 
workers.

Embracing the spirit of craftsman-
ship in this work, he made suggestions 
to improve capacity-building, quality 
and efficiency of procuratorate work 
when dealing with cases. In his view, 
procuratorial organs should organize 
and conduct more training on various 
fronts, such as joint sessions with pub-
lic security organs and courts. Mean-
while, efforts are needed to specify the 
criteria of penalties for new crimes, 
further clarify the criteria of penalties 
for common and frequent offenses, and 
promote the well-received procuratorial 
practices to improve the business envi-
ronment, according to Hu.

During the NPC session this year, 
he made suggestions on the training 
of skilled workers, such as improving 
training mechanisms and introducing 
more incentives. He is confident that 
such efforts will empower more young 
people to master sophisticated skills, 
build their careers and serve the coun-
try.

Cheng Hanfei,  
chief engineer of an environ-
mental protection company 
affiliated with state-owned 
China Minmetals Corp.

Cheng has urged the government to 
explore more channels to use sludge 
from sewage disposal as a resource, 
because the amount of such waste is 
increasing each year.

The daily sewage disposal capacity 
in China’s urban areas has reached 
220 million metric tons, with over 60 
million tons of sludge with a moisture 
content of 80 percent generated during 
the disposal process each year, Cheng 
said.

Considering that the proportion of 
wastewater that is collected for dis-
posal will continue to rise and because 
there is also a need to clear sludge from 
sewage pipe networks, Cheng said he 
expects China’s annual sludge amount 
will exceed 100 million tons by 2025.

Due to the limited capacity to dis-
pose of such waste, a lot of the sludge 
is not handled in a timely manner, and 
the increasing amount is likely to exac-
erbate the problem, he said. 

The sludge, especially that from toi-
let wastewater, is rich in nitrogen and 
phosphorus, which are primary nutri-
ents in fertilizers. They can not only be 
used for composting, but also have po-
tential in the restoration of mine areas 
and urban landscaping, Cheng said.

Cheng called for concerted efforts 
from different government bodies to 
address the factors hindering the use 
of sludge. “While emphasizing the im-
portance of safe utilization, the govern-
ment should hammer out preferential 
policies to encourage the use of sludge 
for more purposes,” he said. 
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Local official helps farmers gain 
a better life and a bigger voice
By Lu Yan

Eight years ago, following college graduation, Cui 
Jiuxiu, born in Juxian County, Shandong Province 
in east China, set off for Xinjiang Uygur Autono-
mous Region in the country’s northwest to pursue 

her dream—to become a public servant and help locals in 
underprivileged areas improve their lives.

Today, Cui is deputy secretary of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Opal Township Committee in Kashgar, Xin-
jiang. Over the years, she has witnessed local people climb-
ing out of extreme poverty by setting up rural cooperatives, 
manufacturing workshops or clothing design studios. They 
use advanced technology to grow vegetables, breed crops and 
manage greenhouses, with fruits and vegetables grown in the 
area now sold across the country.

“I spent the best years of my youth in Xinjiang; it is be-
cause of this choice and because of Xinjiang that I lead a very 
different and meaningful life,” Cui said.

Shaking things up

At the foot of the Pamir Plateau, Opal is home to fruit cul-
tivation, forestry and farming. However, limited arable land 
and a dry climate meant villagers’ farming efforts previous-
ly yielded little profit. The national anti-poverty campaign 
brought more farming technologies and applications as well 
as rural tourism to the area, lifting residents’ living stan-
dards.

Cui is one of the pioneers who train farmers about new 

Deputies

A worker pollens sweet melon seedlings inside a smart greenhouse of a modern vegetable industrial park in Shule County, Kashgar, northwest Chi-
na's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, on April 17, 2021.  Hou Zhaokang
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ways to increase their yield and cultivate new channels for 
employment. “I can see with my own eyes how life in rural 
Xinjiang is on the up,” she added.

Enterprise-enabled poverty alleviation is one practical 
measure to increase local incomes. For example, two leading 
local companies rented the land use rights from several farm-
ers and established a field for seed breeding plus fruit and 
vegetable planting near Kashgar to develop protected agricul-
ture, cultivating high-value vegetables and other horticultural 
greenhouse crops. China’s land ownership rights belong to 
the state or farmer collectives; individual farmers have the 
right to use the land.

Farmers can earn money from leasing their land and si-
multaneously have time to work in the cities—getting a better 
paycheck. But if they wish to stay put, the companies can 
offer them greenhouse employment. “Farmers can earn way 
more than before, even during the off season,” Cui, as a local 
official who facilitated communication between various par-
ties and promoted the overall process, said.

Cui now considers developing tourism in Opal, a place 
many from across China must pass through en route to the 
Pamir Plateau, which lies between Central Asia, South Asia 
and East Asia. In the past, the area featured only a handful of 
restaurants for travelers to make a pit stop.

After extensive field investigation, Cui believes the town-
ship can develop a type of culture-oriented tourism which 
introduces regional cuisine, handicraft and other specialties 
with unique ethnic minority flavors to more travelers, in turn 
boosting local employment and livelihood.

Cui visited households and collected villagers’ concerns 
and suggestions on shop decorations and rental rates. She 
also contacted various companies, seeking opportunities for 
collaboration.

“Xinjiang’s produce, natural scenery and cultural heritages 
should become more widely known,” she said.

Deputy on duty

Cui is also a deputy to the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC). She attended the NPC annual session that concluded 
in Beijing on March 11.

Deputies to the NPC collect people’s opinions and bring 
these to the NPC annual session so they may be incorporated 
into laws and policies. This process constitutes a smooth con-
duit for addressing the people’s needs, Cui said.

“Many people may not know what NPC deputies do. But 
they always talk to us about any concerns or opinions. If these 
are reasonable and legitimate, we will write them down, sort 
them out and submit them to the NPC, which will then take 
up the issues with the relevant government departments,” 
Cui said. Many of her suggestions have addressed topics like 
rural revitalization and tourism to boost local incomes.

During the fifth session of 13th NPC, Cui and other dep-
uties together reviewed government work report drafts and 
offered advice on revisions. They also attended various meet-
ings and conducted discussions on the issues they spotted 
whilst “out in the field.”

Following the conclusion of the fifth session of the 13th 
NPC, Cui swiftly returned to her duties as a town official, 
while also continuing her work as a deputy.

In Opal Township, there is a liaison station where NPC 

deputies regularly work and wait for people to communicate 
their concerns and suggestions. After problems are collected, 
deputies will begin investigating through research, field visits 
and in-depth talks with the community, and then produce a 
formal document with issues and suggestions for submission 
to the NPC.

After the NPC receives the documents, it will transfer each 
suggestion to the relevant government body, which will pro-
vide feedback to the deputy who proposed it. “How long gov-
ernment organizations take to provide their reply varies, but 
all suggestions will receive a response,” Cui said.

Cui is also exploring more innovative ways to gather public 
opinion, for example by posting vlogs on social media so that 
more people will know the NPC deputies stand ready to hear 
from them.

One of the suggestions she made this year came to her via 
WeChat, one of China’s largest multi-purpose social media 
platforms. An acquaintance learned from her post that she 
was leaving for Beijing to attend the NPC annual session and 
he spoke to her about his confusion regarding children air-
fares.

According to current regulations, plane tickets for children 
are charged at 50 percent of the regular adult fare, but many 
adult fares, after discounts, are well under that half-price. “So, 
in reality, people might pay more for children than for adults, 
and that cannot be the original intention,” Cui said. She took 
the matter up with the Civil Aviation Administration of China 
and now awaits their reply.

“There are many deputies countrywide. Each connects 
with some households. Just like this, all households can be 
covered and they’ll always have a deputy to reach out to. This 
is what whole-process people’s democracy really means,” Cui 
said.

“No matter what people in other countries might think, if 
we implement this system properly, we are guaranteeing that 
the people are the masters of their country,” Cui added. 

Tourists visit the Alar National Wetland Park in Kashgar, Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region on September 4, 2016. Chen Wen



44 NatioNal PeoPle’s CoNgress of ChiNa

Beijing 2022 gAmeS

Looking beyond 
splendid Games, 
Xi hails Beijing 
2022 legacy

Photo taken on February 20 shows 
the National Stadium and the Beijing 
Olympic Tower during the closing 
ceremony of the Beijing 2022 Olympic 
Winter Games in Beijing. Zhang Yuwei
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Hailing the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics and 
Paralympics as a success that would “once again 
go down in history,” Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on April 8 called on the country to carry 

forward the spirit of the Winter Games to gather momen-
tum for the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

China has honored its solemn promise to present the 
world with a streamlined, safe and splendid Games, said Xi, 
also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, at a grand gathering to honor those who have 
made outstanding contributions to the Winter Games.

A total of 148 units and 148 individuals were commended 
at the gathering, held at the Great Hall of the People in the 
heart of Beijing.

The facts have proven again that Chinese people not only 
have the willingness and determination to make contribu-
tions to advancing the Olympic movement and promoting 
solidarity and friendship among peoples across the world, 
but also have the ability and enthusiasm to make even great-
er contributions, Xi said.

He also pledged to carry forward the Olympic spirit, en-
sure the Olympic Games play an important role in promoting 
peace and development, and he vowed to offer more Chinese 
wisdom and Chinese strength to the progress of human civili-
zation.

Splendid Games

In his speech, Xi recaptured the golden moments from 
the two Games and drew pride from the Chinese cultural 
elements and ideas embodied during the Games, as well as 
touching performances which he said had “motivated the 
Chinese people both at home and abroad to get united and 
move forward.”

Nearly 3,000 athletes from 91 countries and regions 
participated in the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games 
and nearly 600 from 46 countries and regions came for the 
Paralympic Winter Games.

According to Xi, the Winter Games have attracted billions 
of viewers around the world, making it the most watched 
Winter Games ever.

The splendid Winter Games have drawn positive feedback 
from the international community, he said, before commend-
ing the country’s best-ever results at the Winter Games.

For the first time, Team China has participated in all the 
disciplines at the Winter Olympics, bagging nine gold medals 
and 15 overall, in addition to 18 golds and 61 medals at the 
Winter Paralympics.

Meanwhile, Xi noted that achievements are based on hard 
work and victory does not come easy.

With the world still grappling with the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, ensuring the safety of the participants of the two Games 
was a top priority of the Beijing 2022 organizers.

Thanks to the targeted and effective prevention and con-
trol measures, only 0.45 percent of personnel under the 
closed-loop management tested positive for COVID-19, and 
they all received effective treatment and were well cared for.

Xi said China’s anti-COVID policy has once again with-
stood the test, adding that hosting the Games contributed 

useful experience for the world in fighting the virus and host-
ing major international events.

“As some foreign athletes said, if there were a gold medal 
for responding to the pandemic, then China would deserve 
it,” he said.

Beyond the Games

The success of the Games goes far beyond the field of 
sports.

Noting that passion for ice and snow activities continues 
to grow in the world’s second largest economy, Xi said that 
some 346 million Chinese have participated in winter sports 
activities so far, and that “a new era of ice and snow sports in 
China and the world at large has unfolded.”

The Winter Games have attract-
ed billions of viewers around 
the world, making it the most 
watched Winter Games ever.

Athletes parade during the closing ceremony of the Beijing 2022 Olympic 
Winter Games at the National Stadium in Beijing on February 20. Li He
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According to China’s development plan for winter sports, 
the total scale of the winter sports industry will hit 1 trillion 
yuan ($157.1 billion) by 2025.

The Chinese president said the Games stimulated develop-
ment in various areas and had a far-reaching positive impact 
on economic and social development.

Since the preparations of the Games started, China has 
built a large amount of high-quality venues and facilities 
for ice and snow sports. The preparation and hosting of the 
Games have also promoted the development of social under-
takings in a comprehensive way, better securing the rights of 
the disabled and enriching the lives of the general public, Xi 
said.

Hundreds of thousands of facilities have been made barri-
er-free for the convenience of people with disabilities.

Xi went on to say that the Beijing 2022 Winter Games 
prompted exchanges between cultures, and played a key role 
in promoting solidarity, cooperation and joint efforts to over-
come difficulties globally.

“It has also brought confidence and hope to a world over-
shadowed by instability, and sent the world a strong message 
of our times -- Together for a Shared Future,” Xi said.

Lasting legacy

Reviewing the extraordinary seven-year process of prepa-
ration for and hosting of the Games, Xi said China has har-
vested abundant intellectual wealth and valuable experience. 

He highlighted upholding the Party’s centralized, unified 
leadership, pooling all resources to accomplish major tasks, 
proactively preventing and addressing risks and challenges, 
and combining hosting the Games with serving the people 
and promoting development.

“All the facts have proved that the CPC is the most reliable 

backbone for China to make great achievements,” said Xi.
Xi also summarized the Beijing Winter Olympic and 

Paralympic spirit created in the process of bidding, organiz-
ing and hosting the Games: bearing in mind the big picture, 
being confident and open, rising to the challenges, pursuing 
excellence, and creating a better future together.

Further elaborating on the four aspects, Xi said that the 
participants in the Games regarded the preparation and host-
ing of the Games as one of the country’s most fundamental 
interests, and remained confident in the path, theory, system 
and culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

They showed the sincerity and friendliness of the Chinese 
people with hospitality and promoted mutual understanding 
and friendship among different peoples through exchanges, 
said Xi.

Besides working hard with perseverance, dedication and 
meticulousness, they also kept themselves future-oriented 
with a global vision, and called on all people to jointly build 
a community with a shared future for mankind, according to 
Xi.

Pledging to make plans proactively and work hard per-
sistently to make the most of the legacy of the Games, Xi 
called on all Chinese people to carry forward the spirit of the 
Games, and forge ahead more confidently and more deter-
minedly toward the second centenary goal and toward the 
Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation. (Xinhua) 

The Games stimulated development 
in various areas and had a  
far-reaching positive impact on  
economic and social development.

Beijing 2022 games

A gathering to honor those who have made outstanding contributions to the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games and the Beijing 2022 Paralympic Win-
ter Games is held at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on April 8. Zhai Jianlan
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